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Wednesday 6th June 2001 


The Mechanics Institute 
103 Princess Street 
Manchester M1 6DD 


A one day seminar providing advice, training and 
information for community based organisations to 
counter racism and far-right terror. 


In 1995 Searchlight Educational Trust launched 
When hate comes to town, a community handbook 
designed to give practical support and guidance to 
community groups that are opposed to racism and 
fascism. The handbook has been well received and it 
is this type of work that SET is building on. 


Communities combating hate is an ongoing project 
that aims to enhance networks of support to 
organisations that seek to develop community based 
responses to racism and far-right terror. 


Workshops include: 
A round-up on far-right groups and their activities 
Racism in rural areas 
Refugees, the myths and the facts 
Freedom of speech or a platform for fascists? 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
Football — Showing racism the red card 
Monitoring and combating racism in the community 
Using the media 


To register send £10 before 
Wednesday 16 May to: 
Searchlight Educational Trust 
PO Box 1576, 

Ilford IG5 ONG. 

Tel: 020 7681 8660 
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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


The marching season 

Last month saw a flurry of fascist activity that looks set 
to continue over the coming months. The anti-fascist 
response has been good, with demonstrations or 
counter-demonstrations organised in Oldham, at very 
short notice in Swansea, and in Bermondsey, southeast 
London. As we go to press the National Front has been 
banned from marching in Leicester, because the City 
Council and Chief Constable put a strong case to the 
Home Secretary arguing that it would not be in the 
city’s interests to let these race-haters parade. 

One of the most notable features of the recent anti- 
fascist mobilisations is that trade unionists have played 
an important role. True the London demonstrations 
have been small, but even then the fascists were greatly 
outnumbered. It is crucial that anti-fascists continue to 
involve trade unionists in activities as they offer the 
best way of building authentic opposition not only to 
the fascists, but also to the anti-refugee hysteria on 
which the fascists seek to build. 

Opposition to fascist activities can only really be built 
by winning the argument about why the fascists should 
not be allowed to take to the streets. The police may be 
able to mount an operation that keeps fascists and anti- 
fascists apart, but at what cost? The huge sums required 
from the public purse every time a dozen nazis want to 
march should lead to serious questions over whether 
this is the way an over-stretched police force should be 
forced to direct its resources. 

But this is not the main issue. The main argument 
against fascist marches is that whenever they are held, 
as sure as night follows day, racial attacks come in their 
wake. It happened after Bermondsey, and, as we 
regularly report, it happens after the concerts and other 
fascist social events that take place across Britain. 
Because an attack may take place hours later and not in 
the immediate vicinity of the original activity, the 
connection is not always made. Like all racial attacks, 
they are not always reported, but they do take place. 

David Irving intends to speak at the Oxford Union 
this month. Allowing this Holocaust denier to speak at 
one of Britain’s most prestigious debating forums 
would disgrace both the society and the university. No 
doubt, just for the history books, Oxford students will 
show Irving just what they think of him. 


Inside 


4 Narrower still and narrower 
Daphne Liddle on the National Front’s 
Bermondsey outing 


6 Staying focused 
Nick Lowles on why the BNP remains the 
greater danger 


8 One thousand to none 
The NF’s defeat in Oldham 


9 Swansea says no to BNP 
Local people protest at a BNP meeting 


12 Maurice Ludmer - an appreciation 
By Gerry Gable and Steve Silver 


14 Anti-abortion killer captured 
Gerry Gable and Kate Taylor on the man 
wanted for the murder of Dr Slepian 


16 Nazi apologists given short shrift 
Steve Silver on the banning of the 
Holocaust denial Lebanon conference 


18 Nazism, Holocaust denial and the 
Arab world 

David Trafford on the history of Middle 
Eastern Holocaust denial 


22 The battle at three corners 
Leonard Zeskind and Devin Burghart on 
the nationalist response to globalism 


25 Bans mask tolerance of far-right 
A special correspondent on the banned 
violent nazi groups in Saxony 


30 Standing at the crossroads 
Alfio Bernabei on the far-right threat in 
the Italian elections 


32 Quebec nationalist crisis 
Martin Theriault on far-right attempts to 
permeate the independence movement 


May 2001 


No 311 





Publisher 
Gerry Gable 


Editors 
Nick Lowles 
Steve Silver 


European editor 
Graeme Atkinson 


Sub editor 
Sonia Gable 


Photographer 
Mike Cohen 


Published by 

Searchlight Magazine Ltd 
PO Box 1576, 

Ilford |IG5 ONG 

Telephone 020 7681 8660 
Fax 020 7681 8650 


email 
editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


website 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 


ISSN 0262-4591 
© Searchlight 2001 


Front cover picture 
© David Hoffman 





Searchlight May 2001 


















































Bermondsey says no 
to the National Front. 
Anti Nazi League, 
community groups and 
trade unions display 
their banners 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Narrov 


by Daphne Liddle and 
Searchlight reporters 


he National Front picked Bermondsey for a 
desperate attempt at a show of strength in 
London on Saturday 7 April but only succeeded 
in demonstrating once again its own pitiful 
: weakness. 

The NF started out with the indignity of the police 
ordering the removal of its banner with its illegal 
wording. The march then set off with a mere 13 activists. 
Although several more joined on the way, it was down to 
50 at the end, after a group looked at their watches and 
departed, clearly to go to the Millwall match. Most of the 
time it was hard even to see the fascists because of the 
way the police tightly surrounded them. 

The previous week, the National Front had completely 
failed to turn up at its own planned march in Oldham - 
though over 1,000 anti-fascists turned out to stage a 
counter demonstration. 

Before the Bermondsey march, the fascists had 
admitted to the local press that its influence in London 
was dwindling and the march would be “a last ditch 
attempt to keep Bermondsey white’. It was counting on 
raising support from residents on the rundown 
Bermondsey housing estates, where some serious 
pockets of racism remain. 

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, successive Labour 
councils practised a “sons and daughters” housing 
policy, giving flats to young people near their families. 
This effectively excluded anyone from even a couple of 
miles outside their area, never mind people of Afro or 
Asian origin. 

Many local people had worked for generations in the 
Surrey Docks, where jobs were handed down from 
father to son. Their closure left a huge gap in local 
employment. Because of these factors many of the 
residents on these estates form a very tight knit 
community, which has excluded and feared all 
outsiders. 

The National Front timed its march to coincide with a 
Millwall home match, hoping that some of the 
supporters might join it. But Millwall FC was staging a 
“Kick Racism Out of Football” event that day. The club 
programme had three articles against racism. 

There was some police overkill at the match. Riot 
squad officers with their visors turned down were sited 
at the back of the terraces scaring children brought in 
from local schools to experience the day. 

While there was little joy for the NF inside the ground, 
a group of about 50 racist Millwall supporters were out 
on the streets shouting racial abuse at passing black 
people and reserving most of their bile for the local 
Liberal Democrat MP, Simon Hughes. 

The anti-fascists had arrived early. There was a large 
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Anti Nazi League presence, along with the Southwark 
Council for Community Relations, banners from the 
local government union, Unison, members of the local 
Liberal Democrats, the Labour Party and many from the 
Socialist Alliance. There were also representatives of 
local churches. 

A local reconciliation march in memory of Damilola 
Taylor organised weeks before by local churches went 
ahead a couple of miles way in Peckham, with over 1,400 
people at a local church and 500 people marching to the 
site of the Nigerian boy’s murder. 

The 350 anti-fascists were in a positive mood and 
determined to show the area had many times more 
people prepared to stand against racism than for it. A 
rally was addressed by Greater London Authority 
member Trevor Phillips and by Piers Corbyn, brother of 
the Labour MP, Jeremy Corbyn. 

As Phillips was speaking, police began to surround the 
anti-fascists with barriers and cordons. There followed a 
long wait as small groups of local racists gathered near the 
rally on street corners and outside the Golden Lion pub. 

Eventually a few of the well known hardcore racists 
showed up, including Nicky Cooper and Rob “the pig” 
Hilton, demanding to have his picture taken “for 
Searchlight’s front page”. A few played the clown for the 
benefit of the cameras. Everyone was speculating how 
the police would get the main body of the NF march 
from South Bermondsey station, past the anti-fascist 
rally and onto its route. 

Meanwhile the police cordons around the anti-fascists 
became very heavy-handed. Officers wielded truncheons 
freely and implemented what appears to be a new 
containment policy at demonstrations of not allowing 
anybody to leave the group, even simply to go home. 

Eventually a roar within the anti-fascist rally indicated 
that the fascists were on the move. The police 
marshalled them at top speed down a tiny alley beside 
the station. 

The anti-fascists pushed hard but the police cordon 
held, and we all wondered what the fuss had been 
about. The size of the main body of fascists was so small 
— and half of them were children - it seemed hardly 
worth their while to bother. The majority of regular NF 
supporters who usually turn out for this sort of event 
were just not there, even though some live quite near 
Bermondsey. 

The police kept this tiny group moving very fast for the 
entire short march to Bermondsey tube station. A 
handful of locals trailed along behind the march but 
very few actually committed themselves to joining it. 

The racists did get some support from the flats along 
the way, but also attracted opposition from local Liberal 
Democrats who hung banners from balconies or stood 
in small dignified groups holding anti-NF placards. 
Simon Hughes the local mp was present throughout, 
representing constituents who were not happy to have 
the NF marching through their streets. 


At the end, the police allowed the racists a short rally, 
with NF organiser Terry Blackham in his yellow 
steward’s jacket fussing around gathering stragglers 
together like a demented mother hen. Onlookers were 
disturbed by the police officer in charge addressing the 
thug Blackham as “Terry” and “mate”. Did he not know 
that among the people Blackham has thumped is at 
least one police officer? 

Police then escorted the tiny bunch of racists down 
into the tube station and out and away from the area. 

Despite growing protests from a wide spectrum of 
people and organisations including the Mayor of 
London, Ken Livingstone, the National Assembly 
Against Racism, Searchlight, Southwark and Lewisham 
Councils, trade unions, local Race Relations Councils, 
local Church groups, Members of Parliament and the 
Independent Advisory Group to the Metropolitan Police, 
the police in their wisdom chose to add to the more than 
£100,000 spent on policing the first NF march by 
attending a second march of the NF and its drunken 
thugs the following Saturday. As well as shouting racist 
abuse, some of the nazis went as far as to drop their 
trousers as an insult to local people. 

The anti-fascist turnout was smaller than the previous 
week, many thinking the march would be banned. 

The NE has announced a third march for 12 May. To 
let this bunch of thugs parade again would be a travesty 
of democracy and a waste of public money. 


Cause and effect 






Police protect 
NF from local 
anger 


The master 
race: Alan 
Thompson 
(left) with NF 
supporters 


Wherever they go fascist demonstrators invariably leave 
behind a trail of violence and bitterness. Bermondsey was 
no exception. After the march a group of ten whites 
attacked an Asian man. The police detained seven men and 


one woman. The NF website carried boasts that gangs of 
whites had chased blacks out of the area. Before the march 
the NF had announced that it was going to Bermondsey to 
seek recruits from a local gang of whites who had carried 
out a 60 against one attack on a black man. 
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n recent weeks, anti-fascist attention has been 

focused on attempts by the National Front to hold a 

series of provocative marches and protests around 
the country. In March the nazis held a static 
demonstration outside Nottingham jail, while 
announcing their desire to march in Oldham, and in 
April they marched twice in Bermondsey, southeast 
London, and were looking at Leicester and Worcester as 
targets for their St George’s Day march. In May they have 
stated they will march in Oldham. 

Anti-fascist response in the past two months has been 
excellent. In Nottingham 500 people turned up to greet 
the paltry 30 nazis. In Oldham, 1,000 locals told the nazis 
that they were not welcome in their town. 

While the counter-demonstrations are encouraging, 
and prove that anti-fascists are still able to bring out 
large numbers to oppose nazi demonstrations, there is a 
danger that we can become complacent and ignore the 
real problem. Rather than the National Front, it is the 
British National Party that should be the main priority 
for anti-fascists. 

The NF marches are the latest in a four-year campaign 
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of street activities. Beginning in autumn 1997 with a 
march against asylum seekers in Dover, the NF has 
marched in London, Worcester, Kidderminster, 
Leicester and Nottingham. In Margate, Kent, the nazis 
have marched six times. 

At a time when the BNP is trying to portray itself in a 
more respectable light, the NF is doing precisely the 
opposite. Since its policy of street marches began the NF 
has attracted an increasing number of skinheads, 
football hooligans and thugs to its ranks. It has also been 
producing highly racist and inflammatory material, 
such as Pitbull, produced by the East Midlands NE and 
the Redwatch website, both of which carried details of 
political and racial opponents. 

The Redwatch site, which took its name from a 
Combat 18 newsletter circulated in the early 1990s, was 
the logical continuation of the Front’s increasingly 
confrontational stance. It is also the result of the fact that 
several of the NF’s organisers were previously aligned to 
C18 and its political arm, the National Socialist Alliance. 
Of the 180 who attended the C18 gig in Coventry in early 
March, at least 40 are also active in the NE 

The call for revenge for the attack on the NF’s West 
Midlands organiser and notorious football hooligan, 
Norman Tomkinson, in Nottingham, is indicative of the 
current mood within the NF today. The St George’s Day 
march in Leicester has been designated “A Day of 
Nationalist Unity” and the NF has urged other nazis to 
join its ranks. Heeding the call to arms are groups from 
Combat 18 and Blood and Honour and even younger 
elements of the British National Party. 

It says something that the moderating voice in the 
organisation is that of Terry Blackham, a man with over 
20 convictions for violence and gunrunning. But even he 
is finding it increasingly difficult to restrain his troops. 
For instance Simon Northfield, the NF’s youth organiser, 
has just had his second conviction for a race crime, this 
time involving an assault on a woman in her sixties. 
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National Front activities have to be opposed, but the 
threat they pose is physical rather than political. 
Not only are the members themselves thugs, but their 
provocative marches can incite and encourage local 
racists to carry out attacks. Yet there is no sign that the 
NF is a political challenge. Even in Margate, which has 
received more NF attention than anywhere else in the 
country, its attempts to capitalise on its street activities 
politically have so far proved derisory. 

This is largely because of the poor quality of its 
membership. Most of its activists have little interest in 
political campaigning and would prefer physical 
confrontations with the left. A glance at the guestbook 
on the NF website shows the mentality and motivation 
of many of those involved. Threats and abuse are 
regularly directed at their political opponents and 
elections and traditional political campaigning are 
routinely dismissed. 

The quality of its organisers is hardly better. They are 
often selected simply because they are the keenest 
activists rather than for their organisational abilities. 

- Many are proving to be more interested in confrontation 
than even their members, while simultaneously being 
unable to build the party. 

The first NF demonstration in Margate attracted over 
150 people, with more supporting from the pavements. 
Over half were locals who came out to protest against 
the arrival of asylum seekers in the town. A year later, the 
NF drew no more than 30 people, of whom only 10 to 15 
were local. The NF was not able to bring these people 
into its ranks for anything other than that one day. 

Indeed the whole membership of the NF stands at 
little more than 150, although this is an increase of over 
30 since 1998. Most of those attending its marches are 
not members. 

Contrast this with the BNP which has been quietly 
building its organisation and support around the 
country. It has deliberately avoided street activities, 
knowing that it would lose any confrontation with anti- 
fascists and also that any violence that occurs, whether 











initiated by the BNP or not, will be detrimental to its 
political future. 

The BNP now boasts a membership of over 2,300 (an 
increase of 600 since January 2000 and more than 
double its 1996 level) and several new units in regions 
where nazis have not been active since the 1970s NE 
Worryingly, many of these are in areas where the anti- 
fascist movement is either weak or non-existent. 

More importantly, the BNP has begun to attract 
several politically experienced activists at organiser level 
who are far more able to exploit local situations to their 
advantage. Some were NF supporters in the 1970s while 
others have been in the main political parties and have 
brought with them experience in canvassing and media 
relations. 

While its leader, Nick Griffin, has led the BNP up 
several political dead ends over the past two years, the 
party has become increasingly successful at 
campaigning in local council elections where often little 
work is done by the other political parties. Although the 
BNP remains on the fringes of the political system, it will 
only take one council by-election victory for its 
credibility to be greatly enhanced. 

Placed against the lumpen dross the NF has attracted, 
it is obvious why one organisation is growing and the 
other is not. Combating the BNP may be less glamorous 
and more difficult than physically confronting NF 
demonstrations but it is far more important. Anti- 
fascists must take on the BNP on its turf, on the local 
estates and shopping centres the BNP is targeting and 
on the issues that affect the people the BNP is trying to 
recruit. 

If we are to prevent the BNP growing substantially as 
an economic downturn begins to bite, this work must be 
done now, with the priority being the areas the nazis 
have already earmarked for activity —- Dartford, Barking 
& Dagenham, Lewisham, Tipton, Newport, Oldham, 
Bradford and Plymouth. Challenging the NF on the 
street remains necessary but there is much more 
important work to be done. 





NF on the 
march last 
month. 
Left (inset) 
national 
organiser 
Terry 
Blackham 
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Over 1,000 
anti-fascists 
take to the 
streets at 
the end of 
March to say 
no to the NF 





























One thousand to none: 
National Front defeated in Oldham 





Report from 


OLDHAM is a former cotton town in the northwest of 
England that has seen better days. Severe deprivation, 
high unemployment, low economic investment and 
poor job prospects have led to a multiplicity of social 
problems. 

As if this were not enough, the local police chief has 
issued statistics showing that black on white violence 
and racist incidents are higher than white on black. One 
can only bring to mind the old saying, “lies, damned lies 
and statistics”. The reality is that black and Asian 
members of the community have so little confidence in 
the police that they rarely bother to report racist acts 
against them. And when fascist publications such as 
Spearhead quote Oldham’s most senior police officer 
with approval, this is seen as a green light to the racists. 
There is an unacceptable level of violence among our 
young people, but this is a function of multiple 
deprivation among both whites and blacks, not of race. 
We do not accept this state of affairs and work to 
improve the situation by trying to get a fair deal for all. 

Into this already tense atmosphere the rump of the 
National Front threatened our town with a march. That 
made headlines in our local paper. In this situation there 
is only one thing for anti-racists to do — organise the 
opposition. In conjunction with Oldham National 
Union of Teachers and Action Against Racism, a 
campaign to unite the democratic opposition, “Oldham 
United Against Racism” (OUAR), was formed. The 
degree of unity achieved was formidable. 

The first leg of the campaign was to organise a write- 
in and petition to Chief Superintendent Hewitt calling 
for a ban on the NF march. His reply, that he did not 
have the power to ban the NE did not inspire us with 
confidence in his willingness to do the right thing. 
The only encouraging factor was that the NF had not 
actually put in an application for a march. To underline 
our opposition we requested the right to march on the 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































nited Against Racism 


same day, preceded by an anti-fascist rally. With the help 
of the Transport and General Workers Union we 
produced 20,000 bilingual leaflets and our friends in 
OUAR, the Anti Nazi League, distributed at least a 
further 5,000. Our campaign met weekly to coordinate 
activity and our activists were in daily contact. The really 
heartening thing that gave us real strength was the spirit 
of solidarity and friendship, which was exemplary. 

It was quite clear that only massive popular action 
would achieve our objective of stopping the nazis. 
The Bangladeshi community via its Action Committee 
took the initiative with an open air meeting of 350 
people, followed by an indoor meeting of 500. It was 
after this that the NF began to get the message that there 
would be massive opposition to its march. It got cold 
feet and started posting messages on its website that 
nothing was decided, further retreating into saying 
that the organisation had never committed itself to 
activity in Oldham. We continued with publicity in the 
press and local street activity. Remarkably the Oldham 
Evening Chronicle, not normally our best friend, was 
also calling for a ban on the NF and support for our 
mobilisation. The NF was getting the message loud and 
clear, we did not want the nazis and would not have 
them in our town. 

As the campaign was developing we began to engage 
in a constructive dialogue with Oldham Council. Among 
other things this resulted in the strongest condemnation 
of racism and fascism that the council had ever made, 
a request for the Leader of the Council to speak at our 
rally and proposals from OUAR for dealing with the 
problems in our town. The discussions with the Chief 
Executive and his colleagues were conducted in a 
friendly and constructive way and we warmly accepted 
the Leader of the Council’s offer to speak at the rally. 

It was becoming increasingly obvious that the NF was 
sunk. The march route that the police gave us was not 
acceptable to us or the Bangladeshi community. Given 
that we had succeeded in preventing the NF march we 
decided to concentrate our energies on building for our 
rally on 31 March. 

The platform of 14 speakers was an eloquent 
testimony to the unity we had forged. All sections of our 
community were represented with, among others, 
a local MP, two MEPs, a special guest from Japan, the 
Leader of the Council, councillors, trade unionists and 
community activists from our campaign. The speakers 
represented a broad and militant unity against the NE 
The day of our rally was bitterly cold and the rain was 
terrible. In spite of that we had over 1,000 people, who 
listened, chanted and stood solid for over one and a half 
hours in an inspiring demonstration of anti-fascist 
unity. On that day black, white and Asian did unite to 
stop the NE The rally was an inspiration to all of us who 
worked in OUAR and will encourage us all in fighting 
racism and making things better for all Oldhamers. 


Swansea says no to BNP 


OVER 100 ANTI-FASCISTS turned out at short notice last 
month to oppose a British National Party meeting on the 
theme of asylum seekers in Swansea. Only 14 BNP 
supporters showed up and were met with a vociferous 
protest, which included activists from the Labour Party, 
Plaid Cymru, the Welsh Socialist Alliance, the Green 
Party, the Socialist Workers Party and the Anti Nazi 
League. There was a strong showing from local trade 
unionists even though there was only 12 hours’ notice of 
the fascist gathering; those present included AUT 
lecturers from Swansea University, electricians from the 
AEU and EPIU, UNISON members and a group of 20 
members of the Transport and General Workers Union. 

Protected by a large police presence, BNP fiihrer Nick 
Griffin lunged at the crowd as they jeered him. Leading 
the local BNP supporters was Shane Sinclair, who 
chaired the meeting. Sinclair, who changed his name 
from Whaley, was born and brought up in Swansea. 
A former leader of the Welsh Liberal Democrat Students, 
he was, until last May, the prospective parliamentary 
candidate for the Liberal Democrats in Swansea East. 
He resigned after being exposed as a supporter of loyalist 
extremists in Northern Ireland. 

Three members of the Welsh Assembly — Edwina Hart, 
Andrew Davies and Dr Dai Lloyd — joined the protest as 
well. Dr Lloyd said, “I was proud to stand by people from 
so many different parties and organisations, united in 
our stand against the mindless racism of the BNP”. 

The meeting was held in the Unitarian Church, which 
claims it was duped into accepting the booking. 
A spokeswoman told reporters that they were advised 
by the police to let the meeting go ahead, saying that 
“if it had been known who it was, it would not have 
been booked”. 

The South Wales Evening Post summed up how local 
people felt in an editorial saying: “Here ... was excellent 
proof that to say that there is no such thing as bad 
publicity is nonsense. The public was simply given a 
sharp reminder of how unpleasant this organization is, 
pandering as it does to the worst instincts of the easily 
led ... British National Party members have the nerve to 
talk about their democratic rights. Rich indeed coming 
from them.” 





Ian Titherington, the secretary of UNDEB, Plaid 
Cymru’s trade union section, attended he protest. 
He said, “There is no place for the BNP in Swansea or 
anywhere else in Wales for that matter. Their racist and 
bigoted agenda has no relevance to a modern multi- 
cultural Wales.” 













































































For an application pack write enclosing an A4 sae to 
TWAFA c/o 4 The Cloth Market, Newcastle NE1 1ED 


Or visit our website at www.twafa.org.uk and order a pack by email 


Shane 
Sinclair, 
Swansea BNP 
supporter, in 
media-friendly 
pose 


BNP 
supporter 
gives new 
nazi salute 





Co-ordinator, Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association, Newcastle upon Tyne 
£17,220 pa 


This is a full-time post working at the direction of the Executive Committee. TWAFA was established in 1983 and has a proud and 
successful record of educating and campaigning against racist and fascist activity across the North East of England. We are seeking 
to appoint a person who can facilitate the work of the Association in line with our aims and objectives. 
You will need to demonstrate the ability to work with a broad range of people in different, often challenging, settings. Good 
communication skills are essential. You will probably have experience in campaigning activities involving volunteers and be 
knowledgeable about contemporary political developments and how they might define the response of the Association. This is an 
exacting post that requires personal commitment and motivation. A degree of out of hours work is required. 
The post is for one year in the first instance. 
Closing date for applications 21st May 2001. 
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OVER 100 ROMA GATHERED in Parliament Square on Sunday 8 April to 
mark Romani National Day. This year’s event held special significance as it 
represented the 30th anniversary of the First World Romani Congress, 
hosted by the Gypsy Council in London in 1971. The demonstration went 
under the banner of “Ustiben 2001”, which means Rising or Awakening. 
Some 150 cities and towns across the world linked up for “The March of 
100,000”, in the wake of the ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, to oppose the 
racism suffered by the Roma around the globe. 

Among the many events to take place abroad were a rally outside the 
UN headquarters in New York, a march in Gent in Belgium, a concert in 
Vienna City Hall, an assembly in Sydney and major manifestations in 
Belgrade, Bucharest, Sofia, Skopje and other European capitals. 

The ceremony included the casting of flowers into the River Thames as 
an act of remembrance for all the Gypsy people who have lost their lives 
as the result of racism. Also remembered were the thousands of Roma 
who died in the two world wars, together with the large numbers 
exterminated by the Nazis during the Holocaust. ° 
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Hands off our friends 


by Renee Sams 


he campaign against the detention of asylum 
seekers trying to enter this country is gaining 
support. Thousands of anti-racists turned out 
on 24 March in central London to oppose the 
dehumanising voucher system and the dangers of 
political parties using the “race card” in election 
propaganda. The rally was organised by the National 
Assembly Against Racism as part of its Hands Off Our 
Friends campaign. 

Standing on a plinth in Trafalgar Square, Labour MP 
Diane Abbott said: “I am ashamed of my government's 
policy, ashamed of forced dispersal, it’s not right, it’s not 
necessary”. She reminded her audience that Britain is 
still “one of the richest countries in the world and we 
should behave in a more principled way towards those 
seeking asylum’. 

The rally attracted the support of anti-racist groups 
from all over the country, including several groups 
campaigning against conditions in local detention 
centres such as Harmondsworth and Campsfield, and 
prisons, such as Belmarsh and Haslar, where asylum 
seekers are held. 

Jeremy Corbyn, MP, spoke of the iniquitous policy of 
detaining asylum seekers for months and sometimes 
even for years although “not one of them is a criminal”. 
He also expressed his concern about the number of 
refugees held in detention. Over 1,500 people are locked 
up in detention centres and prisons in this country, the 
result of an arbitrary policy designed to deter innocent 
refugees from exercising their right under the 
internationally recognised Geneva Convention to claim 
asylum in Britain. Detainees have staged hunger strikes 
and mass protests against conditions in these centres, 
which are run by private security firms. 

The Bishop of Barking, Roger Sainsbury, spoke of how 
the Hands Off My Friends campaign was 
“enthusiastically embraced” by the pupils of an east 
London school when it was launched, arguing that: “Our 
policies now will decide what is the future of our nation’. 
He also condemned the voucher system for 
“dehumanising” people. “Just as the government 
courageously allowed the Bank of England to follow a 
new policy, they should courageously adopt a new and 
just asylum and immigration policy.” 

The voucher scheme is run by the Paris-based 
multinational company, Sodexho, which made £346 
million in profit last year and has operations in 70 
countries around the world, employing more than a 
quarter of a million people. It profits from private 
prisons, through its ownership of Corrections 
Corporation of Australia and its 10% stake in 
Corrections Corporation of America. 

Asylum seekers in Britain are not allowed to work and 
have to live on 70% of what British citizens receive as 
income support, of which only 10% is cash. Barbara 
Roche, the Home Office minister in charge of 
immigration, admits that the voucher system costs six 
times more to run than if asylum seekers were given 
cash. 

All the speakers on the platform wanted Britain to 
welcome refugees escaping from oppression. Kevin 
Whately, who played Sergeant Lewis in the television 
detective series, Morse, said, “We must welcome these 






people. This is a humanitarian question more than a 
political issue.” 

Paul Mackney, the General Secretary of NATFHE, 
recalled that his father had helped Jewish people escape 
from Nazi oppression in the thirties, saying that now, 
“T am doing the same thing”. He added, “I want to keep 
racism out of the general election, but not to keep 
asylum seekers out. I want to hear all the candidates 
welcome asylum seekers here.” 

From Liberal Democrat MP Evan Harris, whose party 
has always opposed the voucher system and detention, 
came a warning that the British National Party leader 
Nick Griffin had boasted that his party was recruiting 
because of the government's use of the race card and 
that the “asylum seeker issue has been great for us”. 

Helen Bamber, director of the Medical Foundation for 
the Victims of Torture, which treats torture victims who 
arrive in Britain, said that she “wanted to change the 
image of asylum seekers” to give a different one from 
that which readers gain from the Daily Mail. She recalled 
many appalling cases including one of a child who can 
no longer speak. Ms Bamber said, “If our leaders are 
silent in the face of all this then it is up to us to do 
something about it. We have to find a way”, otherwise 
“what begins in racist propaganda could end in 
annihilation.” 





Anti-racist 
campaigners 
assemble in 
London. 
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Maurice Ludmer 


An appreciation of an anti-fascist and anti-racist twenty years on 


By Gerry Gable 


MAURICE’S WORDS of strength and wisdom: “We must 
turn anti-fascists into anti-racists and anti-racists into 
anti-fascists,” must be the single most quoted statement 
that has appeared on the pages of Searchlight and is 
used by our speakers in Britain and abroad. These few 
words form a profound and clear set of guidelines for all 
those seriously tasked with engaging the enemy. 

What more of the man and his times? In the late 1960s 
Searchlight was operating as an intelligence gathering 
operation feeding many anti-fascist groups here and 
abroad. It also acted as a press bureau doing much the 
same thing for the media. It was my good fortune to 
know Maurice because of his trade union work in the 
Midlands, then the heart of a thriving British 
manufacturing industry: cars, engineering and textiles. I 
knew him also as a part-time sports writer and above all 
as an internationalist. It would have been hard not to get 
on with this little guy, he appreciated so many of the 
good things in life: art, politics, travel, jazz, good food 
and working with the new workers from far off lands 
then settling in Britain. 

He had been a soldier, he had looked after British war 
graves in France for a year after the war and made 


lifelong connections to men and women from the_ 


maquis. He was a warrior against fascism and racism in 
all its forms, never flinching from the struggle on the 
streets and from sharing in our very successful 
intelligence operations around the country. 
Maurice had become the chair of Birmingham 





























By Steve Silver 


| NEVER MET MAURICE LUDMER, but he is someone 
that is mentioned so often in Searchlight circles that he 
does not seem a stranger to me. Perhaps it is because 
Maurice was a Jewish anti-fascist and Marxist, like so 
many | have met, who have played and 
continue to play such an important role 

in Britain’s labour and trade union 
movement. Or perhaps it is because 

Searchlight inherited many of 
Maurice’s books, papers and 
notebooks, which over the years | 
have dipped in and out of giving 
the man an air of familiarity to 
me. Whatever the reason, 
Maurice, though sadly gone, is 
far from forgotten by me or 
anyone else at Searchlight. 

In 1996 we formed Trade 
Union Friends of Searchlight 
and found that whether we 
were organising __ fringe 
meetings at Trades Union 
Congress or speaking at a 
trade union branch meeting 
there would often be someone 
who would, after the speeches had 
finished, open a question with the 
words: “Il knew Maurice Ludmer...” 








Trades Council, then the largest in western Europe, and 
had worked alongside Asian workers in the Imperial 
Typewriter and Mansfield Hosiery struggles, when white- - 
led unions had sold them out. 

When Searchlight was restarted after Maurice and I 
had co-authored a booklet, A Well Oiled Nazi Machine, 
in 1974, I had to withdraw from actively editing the new 
magazine after a few issues. For a few months we 
struggled with an editor who had no real understanding 
of our objectives or motives and then I asked Maurice to 
take over. For the next six years he worked day and night 
from a small office in Birmingham with a tightly knit 
team to bring out each edition. 

At the same time he led demonstrations around the 
country against the then very strong National Front. 
Towards the end of his days he saw the conclusion of a 
joint operation with Special Branch to seek out, arrest 
and convict nazis who had stockpiled modern weapons 
for what they saw as an impending race war. 

Stabbed in the groin with a poisoned needle at an 
anti-fascist demonstration in the West Midlands, 
Maurice suffered ill health for several months but kept 
up what was to be a killing pace. He died, aged 54, a year 
after suffering a stroke. He had been cheering on his 
beloved Spurs as they won a replay of the Cup Final 
against Manchester United. 

Some friends and comrades you can never replace but 
only emulate their good lives and actions and, in the 
words of the great blues artistes, keep on truckin’. 


Looking at what Maurice clearly held dear to him, | have no 
doubt that our continued strong connection with the trade 
union movement is something that would make him 
very happy. 

Because the anti-fascist and anti-racist movement 
represented two different traditions that did not always fully 
understand each other, Maurice was keen to develop an 
understanding and unity between activists who often came 
from very different backgrounds. It is something on which 
he can be seen to have made considerable progress, 
judging from the range of tributes to him that Searchlight 
published when he passed away 20 years ago. 

In some ways the world is a very different place to the 
one that Maurice knew. What would he have had to say 
about the anti-fascist movement and its sectarian 
squabbles over the past 20 years? What would he have 
said about the collapse of the Soviet Union and the 
subsequent disorientation of the left? What would he have 
said about the murder of Stephen Lawrence and the 
subsequent Macpherson Report? 

Of course we will never know, but what we do know is 
that Maurice believed that the way to defeat fascism was 
by building a movement against it and, crucially, the racism 
on which it breeds. Maurice would have been in no doubt 
that the current anti-refugee hysteria feeds the fascists 
and that our task is not only to combat the British National 
Party and the National Front, but also the racist lies on 
which they breed. 


NEWS in brief 


BNP fails in Beckton by-election 
The Beckton ward by-election on 29 March, in the east 
London borough of Tower Hamlets, saw the BNP poll 
twice as many votes as the Conservatives. In a very low 
turnout (24.3%), the BNP candidate Michael Davidson 
took 163 votes (15.5%) against the Tories’ 79. Labour held 
the seat with 384 votes, closely followed by the Christian 
People’s Alliance, a multiracial church group. Newham 
Monitoring Project organised a picket of the count, 
which was attended by 150 people. The police helped the 
BNP enter and leave the building by a side entrance. In 
1993, the BNP candidate Derek Beackon won a council 
seat in the same ward. 


Police criticised over racist murder 
An Asian father of two was stabbed to death in a suspected 
racist attack last month in Bow, east London. The family had 
been subjected to a torrent of racist abuse in the past, and 
had confided their worries about youths as young as 15 to 
neighbours. 

Mr Rahman was stabbed at least seven times, just yards 
from his flat on the Lincoln Estate in Tower Hamlets in the 
early hours of a Sunday morning after driving home from his 
job as a chef in Romford. The perpetrators were three white 
men in their teens or early twenties. 

The family have complained of a string of police errors in 
the treatment of his murder. The ambulance took 45 
minutes to arrive, during which time, accoding to the 
family, the police prohibited Mr Rahman’s brothers-in-law 
from entering his flat to comfort him. No family member 
was allowed to travel with him in the ambulance. 

Scotland Yard defended the police decision not to take 
Mr Rahman to hospital themselves: “Only in exceptional 
circumstances should police transport be used to convey a 
person to hospital. Officers on the scene did not feel this was 
the case.” 


Racism warning to Tory candidates 
Labour and Liberal Democrats have seized upon a 
leaked Tory Party memo as further evidence of endemic 
racism within the Conservatives. The Conservative Party 
chairman Michael Ancram wrote to all prospective 


candidates in March telling them to “avoid using 
language which is likely to generate racial or religious 
hatred”. 

The memo was sent in the same month that the party 
again came under fire for racism when John Townend, a 
backbench MP, accused immigrants of increasing crime 
and undermining Britain's “homogenous Anglo-Saxon 
society”. Hague publicly rejected the comments, but 
Townend told Sky News: “Nobody's rebuked me” and 
railed against the “sinister policy ... that these things 
which bother the poeple should not be discussed”. 


Irving to speak at Oxford University 
Holocaust denier David Irving, who lost his infamous court 
case last year against Deborah Lipstadt and Penguin Books, 
has accepted an invitation to speak at the Oxford Union. 
During the debate, due to take place on the 10 May, Irving 
will argue against the motion “This house thinks that free 
speech should be denied to extremists”. 

This is the second time in the past year that Irving has 
been invited by the Oxford Union. The last invitation, in 
October 2000, was cancelled after the University came 
under considerable pressure from anti-fascists and anti- 
racists. It appears that the president of the Oxford Union, 
Amy Harland, is keen for the event to go ahead this time. 

Since the end of Ining’s libel case at least seven 
universities have had to cancel invitations for Irving to 
speak after protests from students and concerned 
anti-racist groups. They include, Cambridge, Durham and 
Trinity College, Dublin. In November 1999, 600 anti- 
fascists prevented Irving from speaking at Cork 
University’s Philosophical Society. 

For information on the demonstration against Irving’s 
appearance at the Oxford Union visit the Anti Nazi League 
website: www.anl.org.uk 


NF banned in Leicester 

The Home Office has approved an application by 
Leicester City Council to ban an NF march through the 
city. The march, which had been due to take place on 
Saturday 21 April, prompted the council to call for its 
prohibition because of the multicultural make-up of 
Leicester and the need to present a united front against 
nazism. The council is taking a four-page advertisement 
in the Leicester Mercury to explain its action. The police 
also backed the ban. 
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Anti-abortion killer 
captured after 





by Gerry Gable 


abortion killer James Charles Kopp ended abruptly 
when French police seized a man at a post office, 
where he had gone to collect $1,000 sent by supporters 
in the USA. 
Kopp, 46, is wanted for the assassin-style killing of Dr 
Barnett Slepian in October 1998. Dr Slepian, the sixth 
abortion doctor to be murdered since 1991, was shot 


Te long international manhunt for the anti- 


ps apni nt ean regis ie 
So ee 


o-year hunt 


In Dublin Kopp was known to a local congregation as 
Timothy O’Brien. Despite protestations of ignorance 
from some Catholic priests, the FBI is convinced that 
many in the church and the congregations where he 
worshipped knew exactly who Kopp was and why he was 
on the run. Kopp is said by the FBI to have had more than 
20 aliases, including the Atomic Dog. He also used his 
experience as. an electrician, catering worker and 
construction labourer to find odd jobs while in Eire. 

In recent months the net that the FBI spread 
internationally for Kopp was starting to impact upon 
him. FBI agents are known to have visited Ireland and 
Scotland in pursuit of him. 

On 12 March he suddenly upped stakes in Dublin and 
headed for France. It was intended to be the first stage of 
his route home via Montreal. 

The FBI intercepted messages to him from Malvasi and 
Marra using the aliases Ted Barnes and Joyce Mailer. They 
did not take much decoding: “We are convinced 100 per 
cent that the mere fact you being undiagnosed enough to 
stand on the street and make phone calls is complete 
proof that you are not diagnosed at all. ”They went on to 
write, “can’t wait to see you’, continuing, “Get as much 
rest as you need here and we can get any prescription 
medications you need”. This last phrase could have been 
a reference to false papers or worse. 

Malvasi and Marra now face serious federal charges 
following their arrests in Brooklyn, New York. 























































































































































































































































































































































































































below: dead in his home in New York State. 

FBI website The two who had sent Kopp the cash as well as false 
papers to help him escape capture were Dennis John 

right: Malvasi and Malvasi’s wife, Loretta Claire Marra. 

Dennis Malvasi, 51, a Vietnam war veteran, received a seven- 

Malvasi year sentence in 1987 for bombing an abortion clinic 

who faces and attempting to attack a second. He served five and a 

charges for half years. Marra, 37, had been convicted in 1990 with 

aiding and Kopp for offences committed at demonstrations in the 

harbouring USA and later in Italy. 

Kopp, at As a fugitive Kopp had travelled to Mexico, back to the 

the anti- USA, then via Canada, where he may have been involved 

abortionist in an attempted killing, to Europe. His first stop in 

White Rose Europe appears to have been either Scotland or Eire. 

dinner, From Eire he travelled to Northern Ireland and then to 

auctioning a § mainland Europe. 

watch like Everywhere he went he seems to have been supported 

that used as by an underground network of terrorists or " 

a timing supporters in Catholic and Protestant extremist 

device in anti-abortion factions, who eschewed their 

bombs differences to aid and abet the killer. The fact 

© Jenny that many of those involved also have far-right — 

Warburg links will come as no surprise. Horo 
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The long trail 
of terror 


by Kate Taylor 


nder the heading “Abortionists: The Baby 
U Butchers’, stands the name of Dr Barnett Slepian. 

Along with a few others that adorn the long list of 
abortion practitioners on the Nuremberg Files website, 
Dr Slepian’s is crossed through with a single line. 
His details had been published on the website, which 
renders many abortion doctors open targets to terrorist 
violence. Soon afterwards, as he sat in his kitchen in 
New York State on an October morning in 1998, 
Dr Slepian was shot dead. Countless others have been 
attacked and clinics bombed, resulting in a successful 
$200 million (£140 million) federal lawsuit against the 
site. Last month that verdict was overturned. An appeal 
court decided that the views expressed on the 
Nuremberg Files website should be protected by the First 
Amendment, which safeguards free speech. 

By coincidence, just one day after this ruling, James 
Charles Kopp was arrested in France after two and a half 
years on the run. As the prime suspect in the shooting of 
Dr Slepian, Kopp had graced the FBI’s ten most wanted 
fugitives’ list. At the time of the murder he was living 
under the name Clyde Swenson, but disappeared soon 
afterwards. 

Since the mid-1980s Kopp had become increasingly 
active in the anti-abortion movement, as his obsession 
with Catholicism grew ever stronger. In 1988 Kopp 
joined Operation Rescue, the hardline activist wing of 
the anti-abortion movement, at that time run by Randall 
Terry, who was based in New York State. The group was 
to become one of the most notorious proponents of 
anti-abortion activism. Evangelical in stance, Operation 
Rescue brought together theology and _ street 
campaigning; it was young, male dominated and 
fundamentalist, becoming one of the most destructive 

Oa anti-abortion campaigners on the 
religious right. 
That same year, Kopp was 
imprisoned for blockading clinics, 
along with a number of others who 
_ occupied the extremist fringe of 
_ the movement. In prison Kopp 

took the nickname “Atomic Dog”. 
| Incarcerated with him was the 

author of the Manual of the Army 
_| of God. The Army of God was to 
' become one of the primary 
































































































































































































































_ mobilising forces for anti-abortion 









































terror. The manual, which imparts 
bomb making skills, lists Atomic 
_ Dog as the first name on the 
- acknowledgements page. The 
_ introduction states: “This is a 
_ manual for those who have come 
_ to understand that the battle 
- against abortion is not a battle 
against flesh and blood, but 
against the devil and all the evil he 
can muster among flesh and blood 
to fight at his side”. 









































































































































“The arrest of James Kopp could potentially be th 
greatest advance in the effort to end violence agaii 
abortion providers in this country and in Canada,” ‘Sai 
Vicki Saporta, Executive Director of the National 
Abortion Federation (NAF). “Law enforcement officials | 
are now uncovering what we have been asserting for 
years: the existence of an organised network of anti 
choice extremists who assist terrorists in carrying ¢ 
acts of violence against abortion providers. 

“The Army of God has in large part been responsible for 
the reign of terror against abortion providers in the last 
decade,” continued Saporta. “This is the best opportunity 
we've had to finally identify, expose and prosecute those 
individuals who are part of this extreme network.” 

Dennis Malvasi, one of those arrested in New York for 
harbouring Kopp, appeared at the White Rose banquet 
last year. The dinner is an opportunity for anti-abortion 
extremists associated with the Army of God to get 
together and celebrate those who have committed acts 
of violence against abortion providers. This was 
exemplified by Malvasi’s auctioning of a timer watch 
that is used in bombs. Malvasi was himself convicted in 
1997 of bombing a clinic in Manhattan and attempting 
to bomb a clinic in Queens. 

Dr Slepian was the sixth abortion doctor to be 
murdered since 1991. His murder was just one more 
episode in the history of extremism and terrorism that 
has characterised the anti-abortion movement since 
the landmark Roe v Wade ruling in 1973, which 
legalised abortion. In the US, anti-abortion extremists 
have been able to draw support from the ranks of the 
right-wing militia movement, and the extreme right 
likewise has been able to capitalise on and draw 
support from anti-abortionists. With a common goal in 
mind, this potent mix of anti-abortion extremism and 
religious right hatred boiled over in the mid 1990s with 
a series of bombings. 

Eric Robert Rudolph also adorns the FBI’s most 
wanted list for the bombing of an abortion clinic in 
Birmingham, Alabama in 1998 and in connection with 
the Atlanta Olympic Games bombing, which left one 
dead and hundreds injured. Rudolph has not yet been 
brought to trial, but is a known adherent of Christian 
Identity, an antisemitic and racist movement, which 
justifies its violence with religious teachings from the 
Bible. Christian Identity is one of the main sources of 
anti-abortion violence in the US. 

After the murders of doctors in the early 1990s 
Congress passed the Freedom of Access to Clinic 
Entrances Act, making it a federal crime to deny women 
access to clinics. But the attacks continue. Criminal 
damage against clinics, acid attacks and arsons are all 
commonplace. Many hospitals are fearful of carrying 
out abortions, making it more and more difficult for 
women to exercise their constitutional right. 

Judy Thomas, author of Wrath of Angels: The American 
Abortion War, highlights the political impact that the 
anti-abortion movement has had: “The American 
abortion war...served as the catalyst for the 
mobilisation of Evangelical Christians. And so even as ... 
anti-abortion activism died out, the Religious Right that 
they helped create remained one of the most pees 
forces on the American political landscape.” 

Combining the vehement ideologies espoused by the _ 
religious right with hardline anti-abortion extremism _ 
has proved a deadly recipe in the US. This mixture has 
culminated in murder, mayhem and destructior 
ironically perpetrated by those who purport to 2 

“pro-life”. 




















Nazi apolog 
given short shr 
in Middle East 


By Steve Silver 


Holocaust deniers were dealt a severe blow last month 
when the Lebanese government banned their 
international conference. As Searchlight reported in 
April, the US-based Institute for Historical Review (IHR) 
and the Swiss organisation Vérité et Justice had planned 
to hold the gathering in Beirut on the theme 
“Revisionism and Zionism” over four days from 31 March 
to 3 April. 

Infuriated by the revisionists’ plans, a group of 14 well 
known Arab intellectuals appealed to the Lebanese 
authorities to prohibit the event. In an open letter they 
said they wanted to warn Lebanese and Arab public 
opinion about the conference and called for the meeting 
to be banned, saying, “Arab intellectuals are outraged by 
this antisemitic undertaking”. Among the signatories 
were the Syrian poet Adonis, the Palestinian poet 
Mahmoud Darwish, the Algerian author Jameleddine 
Ben Sheikh, the Moroccan author Mohamed Berada and 
the US-based writer Edward Said. They argued that 
holding the meeting in an Arab country at a time when 
the Palestinians are engaged in daily violence with the 
Israelis would weaken legitimate Arab grievances 
against the Jewish state by associating them with 
Holocaust denial. 

In addition to the open letter, there was a strong 
campaign inside Lebanon against the conference. The 
Lebanese English language newspaper, the Daily Star, 
railed against the event in an editorial headed, “Don't 
tolerate hate”, which stated: 

“... no decent country on the face of the earth would 
open its arms to these loathsome pseudo-historians, 
[and] few moves could place this country in a poorer light 
than to host their detestable gathering ... Unfortunately it 
has long been fashionable in certain Arab circles to deny 
or downplay the horrific crimes committed against Jews 
during World War II. This misguided tendency serves only 
to undermine the legitimate grievances that Arabs and 
their governments have against Israel by eroding Arab 
credibility ... The sufferings of Arabs in the here and now 
cannot be alleviated by questioning that of Jews in the 
1930s and 1940s ... Israelis and Arabs are not children in 
a schoolyard who can be excused for uttering hurtful 
words to one another but two proud peoples, separate 
but related, who one way or another must learn to 
co-exist.” 

There was strong opposition from Arabs elsewhere 
too. The London-based daily, Al Hayat, adopted a 
similar line to the Daily Star, saying in an editorial that 
the conference “disgraces Lebanon”. 

The issue divided the Lebanese parliament with one 
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group of Cabinet Ministers arguing that the conference 
should not be allowed to go ahead, claiming it would 
make the country seem antisemitic in the eyes of the 
world. Other Cabinet Ministers were in favour of 
allowing the event on the grounds that Israel used the 
Holocaust as an “instrument of blackmail” to 
“embezzle” large sums of money from European 
countries. Mohammed Raad, an MP and head of the 
Hezbollah parliamentary faction, said: “We don’t know 
anything about the conference and its organisers but 
would completely support it if it were to reveal the truth 
of the Holocaust and Zionist claims’. 

In the end progressives opposed to the conference 
were victorious and just days before it was to start Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri announced a ban, stating he was 
concerned about “hurting the country’s international 
standing and smearing its name”. 

Vérité et Justice, the main driving force behind the 
event, responded with an angry statement accusing the 
Lebanese government of bowing to Zionist pressure. 
While Jewish groups in the United States did generate 
much international publicity by calling for the 
conference to be banned, their protests were far from a 
decisive factor. All sorts of rumours appeared in the 
press, forcing Lebanese Information Minister Ghazi 
Aridi to deny media reports that the US State 
Department had threatened to cut off aid unless 
Lebanon stopped the conference. He told reporters that 
there had not even been a meeting with the US Embassy. 
The notion of the US government demanding a ban 
seems incredible in view of the fact that the IHR holds 
similar conferences in the US every year, protected by a 
constitutional commitment to free speech. Mr Aridi told 
the Daily Star that the conference had been banned 
because he had no advance knowledge of the event and 
that before foreigners can hold conferences in Lebanon, 
the organisers are obliged to explain who they are, the 
reasons for holding the conference, the timing and the 
goals involved. 

The embarrassed conference hosts promised speakers 
that they would pay their air fares if they could not get 
refunds for their tickets, but left ordinary participants to 
fend for themselves. Trying to put on a brave face, Vérité 
et Justice said: “We solemnly declare that we will not 
compromise with liars and oppressors. The conference 
on Revisionism and Zionism will definitely take place. 
It will be held in a country that will not yield to threats 
and blackmail.” 

In the end no conference took place on the intended 
weekend. Plans were quickly hatched to hold a “Forum on 
Revisionist Historians” in Amman, Jordan, on 8 April, a 
week later. The forum, organised by the Jordanian Writers’ 
Association, was not intended to attract international 


guests, who had already been burnt once for their air 
tickets to Lebanon, but to begin picking up the pieces 
from the Beirut débacle. The organisers claimed that it 
“... is just the beginning of a series of activities in this 
regard that will hopefully culminate in a conference for 
revisionist historians in some Arab country”. 

The forum organisers were opposed to the writers of 
the open letter against the original conference and to 
the Jordanian government's “normalisation” of relations 
with Israel. The speakers were to include Hayat Atiyah, 
a Lebanese journalist and historical revisionist, Arafat 
Hijjazi, a Jordanian “anti-Zionist”, and Ibrahim Alloush, 
editor of the Free Arab Voice and a member of the 
Association against Zionism and Racism. Hijjazi has 
argued in the past that the antisemitic Tsarist forgery, 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, embodies “the Jewish 
philosophy”. The forum's chair was to be Dr Hisham 
Ghassib, Dean of the private Princess Sumaya University 
College and president of the Socialist Thought forum 

Like the Beirut conference, the forum was ill-fated. 
According to the organisers’ own account, two nights 
before the event was to take place the four key players 
received telephone calls - some at one and two in the 
morning - instructing them to make themselves 
available at 9:00 the following morning at the Chief of 
Police’s office in Amman. Three of them duly turned up 
at the police station but Dr Ghassib thought the call was 
a hoax and had to be tracked down at his office at the 
university. All four were taken to the offices of the 
Governor of Amman, where the head of Preventative 
Security, the Chief of Police and another high-ranking 
officer met them. The Governor informed them that the 
forum would have to be postponed. In the meantime 
the Minister of Culture, Mahmoud Al Kayed, called the 
President of the Jordanian Writers’ Association, Fakhri 
Qawar, and told him that Prime Minister Ali Abu Ragheb 
wanted the event stopped under the orders of King 
Abdallah, who was in the US at the time. Furious, 
Alloush issued a communiqué threatening: “Zionists on 
the left and right and Zionified ‘Arabs’ have not heard 
the last of this yet. This is only the beginning ...” 

A number of international Holocaust deniers were to 
have spoken at the Beirut conference, including Robert 
Faurisson from France, Mark Weber from the IHR in 
California, Jiirgen Graf, the Swiss citizen living in self- 
imposed exile in Iran, and Horst Mahler from Germany. 
If anyone doubted the nature of the conference, the 
speech Mahler was intending to give shows that 
antisemitism was to be definitively above the surface. 
Amid references to the German idealist philosopher 
Hegel and the US Nazi supporter and industrialist Henry 
Ford, the former left-wing proponent of “armed 
struggle” intended to argue that the Jews have imposed 
their ideas upon the world and that what is necessary to 
oppose this is “a cultural struggle against Judaism”. 

The Beirut conference would have been the first 
international Holocaust revisionist conference in the 
Middle East. With the breakdown in the Israel- 
Palestinian peace process and the renewed Intifida, the 
US and European nazi apologists must have thought 
they were pushing at an open door. However, they had 
not counted on the fact that the fight against Holocaust 
denial and antisemitism is not just a Jewish one but the 
cause of progressives everywhere. The Holocaust 
deniers have not gone away, and no doubt will attempt 
to hold an event in the Middle East somewhere in the 
future. However, in this first battle a tremendous blow 
has been struck against the nazi apologists and those 
responsible can only be congratulated. 


What is Verite? 
Who is Jurgen Graf? 
by Kate Taylor 


THE ORIGINAL CHOICE of Beirut as the location of the 
Revisionism and Zionism conference was a logical one 
for Vérité et Justice, joint organiser of the conference with 
the US-based Institute for Historical Review (IHR). Vérité 
et Justice (Truth and Justice) is a Swiss-based revisionist 
organisation that has little in common with either of the 
concepts its name professes. Explaining why it wanted to 
stage the conference in the Middle East, it stated: “... the 
Zionists who, thanks to their iron grip on the media of 
the West, have succeeded for more than five decades in 
imposing their distortions of history on the world ... 
This control has enabled them to brainwash the broad 
public, which unknowingly accepts many Zionist 
legends and downright lies as undisputable historical 
facts. The so-called ‘Holocaust’ is but the most extreme 
example ... Truth will liberate whole nations, among 
them the Palestinians who had their land stolen by 
Zionist usurpers, and millions of whom were turned into 
refugees under the pretext of the alleged Holocaust.” 

Another factor is that the director of Vérité et Justice, 
the Swiss-born Jiirgen Graf, now spends his days in exile 
in Tehran under the direction of Iranian scholars. In 
1998 he was sentenced in Switzerland to 15 months’ 
imprisonment, along with a fellow revisionist, Gerhard 
Forster, for Holocaust denial. According to the IHR, Graf 
“has fled his homeland to live in political exile rather 
than serve the politically motivated sentence”. His 
Holocaust denial credentials, his choice of location 
upon fleeing Switzerland, and the ideologies espoused 
by Vérité et Justice made Beirut the perfect setting to 
exploit the current situation in the Middle East for the 
benefit of Holocaust denial circles based in the West. 

Dave McCalden, the Ulster born founder of the IHR, 
expressed similar sentiments back in 1983: “... If you say 
anything about blacks or Jews, they say you want 
another Holocaust. If we can take away the Holocaust 
propaganda and put it away, then there will be an open, 
frank and free discussion on ethnic matters ... if we can 
show that it didn’t happen as they said it did, the Israelis 
won't have an excuse for depriving the Palestinians of 
their civil rights ...” 

Graf has made clear his views on the Holocaust in 
publications bearing such titles as The Holocaust Swindle 
and The Holocaust Under the Scanner. Of his third 
revisionist tract, Auschwitz: Perpetrator confessions and 
eyewitnesses of the Holocaust, he states, “My conclusion 
was unambiguous: The ‘eyewitnesses’ had all lied”. 


’_ In an essay entitled “The Social and Political Impact of 


the Holocaust Campaign in Today’s Europe’, Graf states, 
“after discovering the truth about the Holocaust story, 
I gradually began to understand that one of its main 
functions is to infuse white people with a guilt complex”. 
He adds, “the Holocaust legend is doomed” and refers to 
“Holocaust garbage”\and “Holocaust rubbish”. 

Graf has remained the director of Vérité et Justice 
since his self-imposed exile, while his Swiss-based 
colleagues, René-Louis Berclaz and _ Philippe 
Brennenstuhl, look after the operation at home. Vérité et 
Justice has continued publishing pamphlets attacking 
Swiss anti-racism laws and lamenting the trial and 
sentencing of its leader. 
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|he idea of a Holocaust denial conference in an 
Arab country appears at first glance to be a 
rather bizarre and contradictory notion. 
Yet anti-fascists with long memories will recall 
that parts of the Middle East offered a refuge for 
er fleeing Europe after the Second World War, many 
of whom found work in their new homes by joining the 
struggle against the new Jewish state in their midst. 

Just as Lawrence of Arabia had tried to harness Arab 
nationalism against the Turks in the First World War for 
the British, German and Italian fascists courted the Arab 
world in the 1940s, hoping to encourage Arab 
nationalists to revolt against British power in the region. 
Julius Streicher published an Iraqi edition of his 
antisemitic newspaper Der Stiirmer, and the Deutscher 
Verein in Cairo held anti-Jewish lectures and distributed 
antisemitic propaganda. Their work in Iraq paid off in 
1941 when the new Premier, Rashid Ali, attacked a 
British air base in the country and called on Hitler to 
help him drive out the British, an uprising that was 
accompanied by a pogrom in Baghdad that left over 120 
Jews murdered. 

The Palestinian wartime leadership held out no hope 
for sympathy from the British, largely because of the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917, in which the British 
government had promised to form a Jewish national 
home in Palestine. Haj Amin al Husseini, the Palestinian 
Mufti of Jerusalem, thought that a German victory 
would offer much greater hope for success in the 
Palestinians’ fight against the Zionists, and spent most 
of the war in Berlin coordinating German propaganda 
that was broadcast throughout the Arab world. In April 
1941, shortly after the Iraqi rebellion had been crushed, 
he offered Hitler the active support of “the Arab nation” 
in bringing down the “English-Jewish coalition’. Three 
years later, in October 1944, he wrote to Heinrich 
Himmler, the head of the SS, to suggest the formation of 
“an Arab-Islamic army in Germany”. While this idea 
never got off the ground, Haj Amin was involved in the 
formation of Bosnian Muslims into “Black Legions’, 
units that fought for Nazi Germany on the Eastern Front 
and were responsible for atrocities against Tito’s 
partisans in the Balkans. 

Although North Africa was the scene of much fighting, 
large parts of the Arab world saw the war as a mainly 
European affair and stayed largely on the sidelines. It 
was not until February 1945, when Allied victory was 
imminent, that Syria, Egypt, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia 
all declared war on Germany, mainly so that they would 
qualify for membership of the newly formed United 
Nations. However, this certainly did not mean that their 
leaders had joined the fight against fascism. When in 
1953 a rumour spread that Hitler was still alive, the 
Egyptian newspaper Al Musawwar asked several leading 
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Egyptian personalities to write him a personal letter. 
One of those who did so was Anwar Sadat, who nearly 
25 years later would become the first Arab leader to 
make peace with Israel. But in 1953 his message was 
this: “My dear Hitler, I congratulate you from the bottom 
of my heart. Even if you appear to have been defeated, in 
reality you are the victor. You succeeded in creating 
dissensions between Churchill, the old man, and his 
allies, the Sons of Satan...Germany will be reborn in 
spite of the Western and Eastern powers. There will be 
no peace unless Germany once again becomes what she 
was... You may be proud of having become the 
immortal leader of Germany.” 

Nazis fleeing justice for war crimes they had 
committed often found refuge in the Arab world. 
Countries which had not suffered as Europe had from 
Nazi occupation, which resented the British or French 
colonial presence and which had little time for Jewish 
refugees who threatened Palestinian national 
aspirations did not feel the same resentment towards 
Nazi Germany that was felt across liberated Europe. 
Fritz Stangl, the commandant of Treblinka, lived in 
Damascus for several years before moving to Brazil, 
where he was finally caught and brought to Austria to 
stand trial. Alois Brunner, Adolf Eichmann’s aide who 
played a central role in the extermination of the Jewish 
communities of Slovakia and Greece, has spent virtually 
all the postwar years in Egypt and Syria, where he is still 
believed to live to this day. 

Egypt in particular threw open its doors, and this was 
not merely a case of offering refuge or asylum: as the 
Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser put it, “We will use 
the services of those who know the mentality of our 
enemies”. Thus former Nazi officials came to hold 
positions in the Egyptian government during the 1950s 
and 1960s. Franz Bartel, previously the assistant 
Gestapo chief of Katowitz, worked in the “Jewish 
Department” of Egypt’ war _ office, while 
Standartenfithrer Baumann, who took part in the 
liquidation of the Warsaw Ghetto, worked for the 
Palestine Liberation Front — based in Egypt - as did 
SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Wilhelm Bérner. Several Nazi 
doctors found work in Egypt after the war, including 
Dr Herbert Heim, responsible for “experiments” on 
prisoners at Mauthausen camp, and Dr Willerman, who 
committed similar atrocities at Dachau. The fact that 
these Nazis were positively welcomed in Egypt, rather 
than merely slipping in unnoticed, is emphasised by 
Nasser’s repeated refusals to extradite them for war 
crimes, even to his East European and Soviet allies. 

It was in the area of anti-Jewish propaganda that 
Nasser most desired Nazi expertise, and the Institute for 
the Study of Zionism, established in Cairo in 1959, 
employed several former officials of Goebbels’s 


propaganda ministry. Luis Heiden, one former Nazi 
propaganda official, prepared a pocket-sized Arabic 
translation of Mein Kampf, which was issued as a gift to 
Egyptian army officers. The institute also played a role in 
another arm of Egypt's anti-Jewish activities: building 
contacts with neo-nazis around the world. In 1962 
Colonel Muhammad al-Shazli, the Military Attaché at 
the Egyptian Embassy in London, held a series of 
meetings with Colin Jordan and John Tyndall to discuss 
funding of £15,000 from the United Arab Republic 
(a short-lived union of Egypt and Syria in the 1960s) for 
Jordan's National Socialist Movement. After discussing 
plans for an offshore radio station broadcasting 
antisemitic propaganda and funds to stock the NSM 
bookshop, Tyndall wrote a paper setting out “ways in 
which the United Arab Republic and the National 
Socialist Movement of Great Britain can constructively 
co-operate in fighting the organised forces of Zionism 
and World Jewry”. This plan was scuppered when the 
existence of Tyndall’s paper was leaked to the press and 
the Egyptians withdrew Colonel al-Shazli as a result. But 
as Jordan told the Sunday Telegraph at the time: “there 
are a number of sources in the Arab world who may be 
willing to help us”. 

Elsewhere, Gerhard Frey of the German DVU visited 
Egypt in 1964 and Iraq in 1968, where he was received by 
the President of Iraq and the Prime Minister of Kuwait. 
Meanwhile the Arab League representative in Bonn, 
Hassan Fakoussa, maintained contact with several neo- 
nazi writers in Germany. Hussein Triqi, the Arab 
League’s man in Argentina, openly admitted his close 
relations with local neo-nazi groups, not only personally 
taking part in a number of far-right meetings, but also 
inviting local neo-nazis to speak at rallies organised by 
his Arab League office. 

As Holocaust denial became a central part of neo-nazi 
propaganda, so it followed that Arab backing for 
neo-nazi activity in the West increasingly involved 
denial of the Holocaust. The notion that Israel was 
formed by Western powers to purge their guilt for the 
Holocaust — and that Israel uses the Holocaust to justify 
occupation of Palestinian land - has encouraged the 
idea that Holocaust denial helps the Palestinian cause 
by undermining Israeli legitimacy, and this tactic has 
been taken up by many in the Arab and Muslim world. 
In March 1976 the Saudi Arabian representative to the 
United Nations even used Holocaust denial in a speech 
to the UN Security Council, claiming that Anne Frank’s 
diary was a forgery and gas chambers were an invention 
of “the Zionist mass media”. The following year the Saudi 
_ government provided $25,000 to American neo-nazi 
William Grimstad of the National Alliance to write 
AntiZion, a collation of quotes from antisemites 
throughout history. 

In 1981, Inamullah Khan, head of the Pakistan-based 
World Muslim League, put up the money for AntiZion 
and The Six Million Reconsidered — also by Grimstad — to 
be mailed to every British MP and members of the US 
Congress and Senate, and in the 1980s the National 
Front received funding from the Libyan and Iranian 
embassies in London. Nor is this adoption of neo-nazi 
propaganda limited to Holocaust denial. The notorious 
antisemitic forgery The Protocols of the Elders of Zion is 
now much more widely available from Arab or Muslim 
publishers than from the far right, often masquerading 
under titles such as Jewish Conspiracy and the Muslim 
World or Zionism and Internal Security. The Islamic 
Propagation Organisation in Iran publishes both the 
Protocols and Henry Ford's The International Jew, while 


variations of either book have been found in Muslim 
bookshops in London, Manchester, Glasgow and 
Brighton in recent years. 

The French Holocaust denier Roger Garaudy was 
féted in the Middle East when he was put on trial in 
France in 1998 for denying crimes against humanity. 
The Palestinian Writers Association, the Beirut Bar 
Association and Egypt’s Arab Lawyers’ Union were 
among those who supported Garaudy. Naim Tubasi, 
head of the Palestinian Journalists’ Syndicate, spoke of 
“the Zionist tale of the victims of the Holocaust”, while 
Lebanon's Union of Arab Journalists applauded 
Garaudy’s “courage to divulge Zionist lies’. Invited to 
Egypt by Farouk Hosni, Egyptian Minister for Culture, 
Garaudy was accorded an hour-long interview on 
Egyptian state television in which he discussed his views 
on the Holocaust at length and argued that “95% of the 
medias in the western world are controlled by the Israel 
lobby”. After his trial was over he told Radio Tehran that 
he had anticipated his conviction because “the Jews are 
the people who make legislation in France’. Senior 
Iranian politicians also rallied to Garaudy’s side: Akbar 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani, President of Iran until 1997, said 
that he was convinced only 200,000 Jews died during the 
war, while Ayatollah Yazdi, head of the Iranian judiciary, 
claimed that Garaudy “proved that the Zionists 
fabricated such a big lie in history so as to justify their 
occupation of Palestine”. 

Needless to say, it does the Palestinian cause and the 
Arab world no favours to be associated with something 
that, in the West, is the preserve of neo-nazis and 
conspiracy cranks. Whether it is the official Palestinian 
newspaper, al-Hayat al-Jadida, calling the Holocaust a 
“deceitful myth” or the Syrian government daily Syria 
Times denying the existence of gas chambers, it is clear 
that parts of the Middle East, including the highest 
levels of government and the media, fail to understand 
the dangers of denying Nazi crimes. 
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Kate Taylor reviews 
The Holocaust on Trial 

~ history, justice and the 
David Irving libel case, ~ 
by D D Guttenplan, ON 
Granta books, HISTORY, JUSTICE A 
£17.99. 


When Mr Justice Gray ruled so 
resoundingly against David 
Irving one year ago in his failed 
libel suit against Deborah 
Lipstadt, he did not just rule in 
favour of the defendants, but 
also for truth, history and 
reason. The long running trial, 
one of the most emotive to be 
heard in a British libel court, 
had all the settings of a great 
drama: the eccentric main 
players, the questions relating 
to our understanding of 
historical knowledge, the 
antisemitism and racism of the emma aaa 
claimant, David Irving. These elements were to test the 
epistemological boundaries of one of the greatest 
atrocities of the twentieth century. But, while it was 
inevitable that some would see it as such, it was not the 
Holocaust itself that was on trial. Moreover, the focus 
was on the historiography, the political agenda and the 
antisemitic bias that clouds the “interpretation” of the 
Holocaust in the minds of Irving and his ilk. 

Thus the title of the first mainstream book to appear 
on the Irving case, The Holocaust on Trial, is itself 
misleading. Although it is true that there were certain 
proclamations that the judge had to make about what 
was tenable and what was not in terms of the Holocaust, 
this referred more to questions of legitimate 
interpretation based on the evidence available than to 
the metaphysics of the extermination itself. 

The Holocaust on Trial is an extremely readable book, 
and is perhaps the most thorough analysis available to us 
at this time. But the book suffers from a number of 
problems. From the outset, D D Guttenplan appears torn 
between producing an intellectually respectable text and 
telling a story that is sufficiently dramatic to enthral 
readers who are new to the subject. This conflict results in 
a sometimes confused narrative. While Guttenplan is well 
aware of the complexity of the wider issues at hand, his 
account of the trial itself is sometimes over-simplified. 

The description of the trial takes an exaggerated form 
for dramatic effect. Thus the main characters appear as 
two-dimensional caricatures: Irving becomes “a husky 
square jawed man’, Judge Gray, “a leaner, more 
lugubrious version of Nigel Hawthorne”, Anthony Julius, 
solicitor for the defence, a “bear in a pinstripe suit”. 
Lipstadt herself is unfairly relegated to a peripheral 
character who lacks “intellectual breadth’, whose voice 
is “a big instrument’, “more Bette Middler than Bess 
Myerson’, despite her silence in court. 

But the real problem is that the polarisation he portrays 
between the two camps is far too simple. It seems as if 
Guttenplan wishes to cast this “costume drama’ as a battle 
between two extremes: an entrenched antisemite who 
distorts history to his own ends and overzealous Jewish 
groups who wield power over the extent to which open 
debate on the Holocaust is permissible. Here Guttenplan 
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THE 
HOLOCAUST 
TRIAL 


AND THE DAVID IRVING LIBEL CASE 





appears to take his lead from 
Peter Novick’s The Holocaust 
and Collective Memory, taking 
the line that the Holocaust has 
_ been overused, particularly by 
_ Jewish groups in America, to 
the exclusion of all else. But in 
reality the roles that emerged in 
the Royal Courts of Justice were 
far more complex, and while 
Lipstadt may have received 
some of her funding from 
concerned Jews, she certainly 
was not an agent of the Jewish 
groups that Irving referred to as 
“the real defendants”. 

The attempt to make the 
book accessible as a court- 
room drama leads to the 
conclusion that Irving was 
indeed successful in win- 
ning points over many 
of the witnesses, particularly 
Richard Evans, a professor of 
history at Cambridge, and 
ee Se = =Robert Jan van Pelt, an expert 
on Auschwitz. The reality was a little less exciting. 
Both van Pelt and Evans were accomplished witnesses 
who answered all of Irving’s cross-examination with 
both ease and professionalism. 

To Guttenplan, Lipstadt’s assertion that Holocaust 
denial poses a threat to all of civilisation is “bizarre”. 
In his view it is primarily the interests of Jews that are 
endangered. But however much Jews exist as the main 
target for Holocaust deniers, we must not lose sight of 
the fact that the main lessons of the Holocaust do relate 
to all of civilisation and, as such, Holocaust denial is an 
assault on humanity itself. 

Guttenplan’s view to the contrary is his platform from 
which to launch criticism of a number of Jewish groups: 
“Lipstadt’s backers among Jewish organisations have 
their own reasons for making sure the struggle 
continues”. While Peter Novick’s book, which in many 
ways Guttenplan tries to emulate, does raise a number of 
interesting points, its remit exists outside this trial. It was 
not Jewish groups that went after Irving to stifle him; it 
was he who attempted to suppress Lipstadt free speech. 

Despite its limitations, The Holocaust on Trial reads 
well, explores the intricacies of a complex case, and 
avoids, to a degree, the level of sensationalism that could 
have resulted from such an emotive trial. It also makes a 
number of points that deserve attention. For one thing, 
Guttenplan does believe there are facts that we can claim 
to know which deserve protection. These facts, he asserts, 
are a little safer thanks to Lipstadt and the defence. “But 
witnesses, memories, testimony — all that was left outside 
the courtroom. And that seems to me cause to regret.” 
Guttenplan is correct on this point, but the introduction 
of survivors into the courtroom would not have been 
proper; this tactic was tried in the trial of Ernst Ziindel in 
Canada, and as a result a number of survivors were 
subjected to a high degree of intimidation. No doubt 
Irving would have launched a similar onslaught. In spite 
of Guttenplan’s somewhat false portrayal of the Irving 
trial as if it were a battle of two caricatured extremes, 
neither of which is beyond contempt, his closing words 
are perhaps the most poignant: “Without human voices 
to put flesh on the facts, we have something that, while it 
may pass muster as history, can never tell the truth”. 
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The Immoral Maze 


Steve Silver reviews Surviving Hitler - 
Choices, Corruption and Compromise in 
the Third Reich by Adam Lebor and 
Roger Boyes. 


SURVIVING HITLER explores life under Nazi rule, 
showing that even in the heart of the Third Reich 
different types of resistance, both overt and covert, took 
place. The book shatters the often perceived wisdom 
that the regime controlled the population to such an 
extent that there were no choices for people living 
under Hitler. 

Adam Lebor’s and Roger Boyes’s book is informed by 
the debate triggered since the release of Daniel 
Goldhagen’s book, Hitler's Willing Executioners a few 
years ago. They challenge the views that the German 
people were naturally predisposed to antisemitism, and 
that the Gestapo’s terror was all-embracing, showing that 
people still made moral decisions on a day to day basis. 

Drawing on new research and recently declassified 
documents, Surviving Hitler also uncovers new 
examples of protest, disenchantment and resistance. 
From the activities of Hermann G6ring’s brother, 
Albert, who saved Jews and anti-fascists, to the 
Rosenstrasse protest of 1943, where the German wives 
of arrested Jewish men took to the streets of Berlin to 
demand their return, they demonstrate that opposition 
could be high profile. The book also reveals that there 
were people who may not have achieved the fame of 
Oscar Schindler, but nonetheless protected Jews for all 
kinds of reasons, from moral to financial, even in the 
heart of Berlin. 

The Rosenstrasse protest is particularly interesting. 
In February 1943 the German authorities launched the 
final mass roundup of Jews still living in Berlin. 
Those arrested by the Gestapo and the SS included 
nearly 2,000 men who were separated from the other 
detainees and taken to a Jewish welfare office in 
Rosenstrasse, central Berlin. They were to be 
transported east for extermination, like the rest of the 
Jews. However, many had highly placed German 
relatives by marriage, and Goebbels, who was Gauleiter 
of Berlin as well as Propaganda Minister, realised this 
group could not be transported en masse to the Polish 
death camps publicly without an outcry. The plan was 
to pretend to send these people to “mere” labour 
camps, but in reality send them to their deaths. 

The German wives were having none of this though. 
By 1943 much of the German population was aware that 
those who were sent east were meeting a horrific fate. 
The women and other relatives gathered outside the 
Rosenstrasse building, in small numbers at first, then in 
hundreds, to protest against the detention. Eventually 
the numbers of protesters swelled to thousands. At this 
time, shortly after the defeat at Stalingrad, the Nazis 
could ill afford domestic protest. Goebbels released the 
Jewish men held at Rosenstrasse and even ordered the 
return of 25 men who had been sent to Auschwitz. The 
move was meant to be a temporary measure — the 
intention was to deport these Jews at a future date. 
However nearly all the Rosenstrasse detainees were to 
survive the war. 

Surviving Hitler looks at some of the companies and 
individuals who profited from the Nazi regime. 
The incredible corruption that existed in the Third 


Reich is demonstrated clearly. LeBor and Boyes also 
show that people were so keen to denounce their 
neighbours for minor offences that the system could 
not cope, resulting in appeals to the population to stop 
wasting police time. 

The book clearly indicates the arbitrary nature of 
justice in the Third Reich. Anti-Hitler and Anti-Nazi 
jokes were commonplace among those who, being of 
German blood, were lucky enough to not be singled out 
for extermination. As Germany began to lose the war 
and foodstuffs became more scarce, margarine became 
widely referred to as “Hitler Butter” and sterilisation as 
the “Hitler Cut”. While much of the population could 
enjoy these jokes some things were just too much. 
For example, Father Josef Miiller was sentenced to death 
on 28 July 1944 by the People’s Court for telling the 
following joke: 

“On his deathbed a wounded soldier asked to see for 
the last time the people for whom he had laid down his 
life. The nurses brought a picture of the Fiihrer and laid 
it on his right side. Then they brought a portrait of 
Reichsmarschall Goring and laid it on his left. Then, he 
said: Now I can die like Jesus Christ, between two 
criminals.” 

Surviving Hitler contains lots of fascinating insights 
into the Nazi regime, life under it and opposition to it. 
Questions around the nature of resistance and 
collaboration are raised, if not answered. While for anti- 
fascists the Nazi era is viewed in terms of heroes and 
villains, this book explores the grey area in which most 
ordinary people reside. For a different angle on Nazism, 
packed with numerous little known facts, this book is 
well worth a read. 

Surviving Hitler — Choices, Corruption and Compromise 
in the Third Reich, Adam Lebor and Roger Boyes, 
Simon & Schuster, £17.99. 


CHOICES, CORRUPTION 
ane had dade, 


‘ADAM LEBOR and ROGER: eR BOVES 





Searchlight May 2001 21 








j, uring most of the Cold War, a sausage-like 
‘food known as baloney premiered as the 
American lunch meat. Eaten between two 
/ slices of white bread smeared with 
mayonnaise, some added mustard, 
emeestlish or onion, or all of the above, it was a sure 
sign;..or so we thought, that American workers lived 
better than any others in the world, regardless of the 
non-nutrient value of the white bread and the heart- 
stopping fat content of the so-called meat. Baloney 
(sometimes spelt bologna) is actually a nasty confection 
of animal parts cast off during slaughter, then ground 
with spices and reformulated in a 10cm-wide tube. After 
five noontime meals of two baloney sandwiches, a bag of 
crisps and an apple, the average lunchbucketeer was so 
hungry for genuine food that he (the bucketeer usually 
being a “he”) was likely to go off on a semi-mad spree 
vainly searching for anything resembling authenticity. 
Baloney was much like the widely used term globalism is 
today: You weren't sure what it actually was, but you ate 
it every day. You thought you liked it. In the end, however, 
you realised you hated it. And your search for an 
alternative always seemed to end badly. Globaloney. 

On 20 April, thousands will converge in Quebec City, 
300 kilometres up the St Lawrence River from Montreal, 
Canada, to demand an alternative. Patterned after 
demonstrations in Seattle against the World Trade 
Organisation, an unsteady amalgam of trade unionists, 
environmentalists, human rights activists and self- 
styled anarchists will protest ministerial negotiations 
over a Free Trade in the Americas Agreement. They will 
(justly) charge that the Free Trade agreement 
undermines labour rights, despoils the environment 
and subverts the sovereignty of native peoples. Like the 
North American Free Trade Agreement, the 
International Monetary Fund, the World Trade 
Organisation and a host of other transnational agencies 
and “treaties”, the Free Trade in the Americas Agreement 
is fundamentally anti-democratic. Simply put: it removes 
to a globalist elite the possibility of decision making 
from representative government and local control. 
Some (on the right) would add the United Nations, its 
various agencies and the European Union to the list of 
“globalist” offenders. 







Searchlight May 2001 22 


e battle at 
-three corners 


‘Ms nationalism a response to globalism? 
by Leonard Zeskind and Devin Burghart 





“Globalism” is now the target of a growing popular 
movement dominating much of the discourse, 
particularly in North America and Europe, but also in 
Africa, Asia and South America. Among Europeans and 
North Americans, those who regard themselves as on the 
“left” endorse international solidarity, egalitarianism 
and (on occasion) explicit anti-racism. At the same time, 
they often promote policies that can only be regarded as 
“economic nationalism’, such as restrictive tariffs. Those 
who regard themselves as on the “right” also support 
restrictive tariffs, usually as part of a broader nationalist 
package which includes anti-immigrant measures and 
racism. And both the internationalist “left” and the 
nationalist “right” see themselves in a battle with a 
globalist elite. 

Please forgive, for the moment, the turgid lingo, but it 
is the only language now available. Here it is: The fight 
against racism, antisemitism and fascism now takes 
place within a context dominated by a three-cornered 
struggle between “internationalists”, “nationalists” and 
“globalists”. It is an odd three corners, however. Each 
camp has a multiplicity of names that they apply to the 
others. In the USA, internationalists think the 
nationalist camp barely exists. (Buchanan registered few 
votes last November, they say.) The nationalists, on the 
other hand, regard the internationalists as simply an 
extension of the globalist elite. (Brown-skinned labour 
from Mexico drives down (white) wages, they say, and 
drives up profits.) And the globalists view both 
nationalism and internationalism as a single nuisance — 
to be squashed like an unwanted bug. (Call out the 
police in Quebec City, they say. No more Seattles.) 

For Searchlight readers, an examination of this complex 
and largely uncharted context should help illuminate the 
fight against racism and fascism. It might begin with 
several questions: What is this thing called globalism? Is it 
new, or just a name change for that old bogeyman, 
American imperialism? What is this nationalism? Is it 
new, or just the same old Nazi thing? And why do 
internationalists on the left sometimes find themselves in 
a de facto bloc with nationalists on the right? Doesn't the 
whole thing make readers want to stand up and scream? 
Or as Bob Dylan once famously said: “There must be 
some way out of here, I can’t find no relief.” 


Globalism: the end of nation states? 
Globalism might more accurately be known as 
transnationalism. It is a world economic system in 
which individual nation states are increasingly 
economically intertwined and slowly growing more 
politically dependent. The process is most sharply 
manifested in the European Union, where individual 
currencies — once the marker of national economic 
sovereignty — are being voluntarily phased out. As the 
recent total collapse of the Indonesian currency 
demonstrates, however, individual countries in Africa, 
Asia and South America long ago lost control over their 
nation’s economies. Now metropolitan nation states no 
longer define internal markets or regulate the flow of 
capital and labour at their borders. In places such as the 
former Yugoslavia the state apparatus no longer has 
total control over the policing of is own citizenry. 
Although local merchants and artisans have been tied 
together in a world economy since before Marco Polo 
first ventured from Venice to Cathay, globalism is more 
than just a system of integrated national economies. The 
process of vertical combination that once tied colonial 
subjects to colonial masters has been transformed into a 
matrix of horizontal links. (For instance, Daimler-Benz 
doesn't have to fight Chrysler Corporation for control of 
the car market in Namibia. Daimler in Germany can 
simply buy control of Chrysler in the United States. 
And the resultant combination will have little national 
identity.) Further, this increasingly horizontal economic 
matrix was supercharged by the collapse of the Soviet 
Bloc in 1990. Nationalist fragmentation and realignment 
have followed. And a global legal and _ political 
superstructure is arching its way across national 
frontiers, complementing a new generation of 
economic transfers moving at cyberspace speeds. 
The process is obviously not complete, or even fully 
formed; but a paradigm shift has already occurred. 
Categories associated with the old order have changed. 
If globalism (or transnationalism) undermines the 
market-controlling aspects of the nation state, then 
nationalism arises as an ideological weapon with which 
to oppose these changes. Le Pen in France, Haider in 
Austria and Buchanan in the United States - each 
represents a nationalist moment in the long dreadful 
hours of historical time. These nationalists believe the 
state’s power to erect tariff barriers can thwart globalist 
control of native industry and agriculture; that other 
laws can protect national capital from globalist free 
marketeers; and that so-called “national cultures” can 
presumably be protected from “cosmopolitan 
. homogenisation” by stemming the influx of immigrants, 
and reinforcing an organic family-like kinship 
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(volkishness) among those considered to be part of the 
ethnic national clan. 

Is it possible to understand the three-way conflict 
between globalism, nationalism and internationalism 
without resorting to complex assertions about capital 
flows and paradigm shifts? In part, yes. It could be 
argued that capital-controlling elites have not lost their 
allegiances to specific nation states. Or that American 
capital still controls world markets, and does so while 
flying the Stars and Stripes. By similar reasoning, 
German capital is regarded as intent on dominating 
Europe, even if it does so under the banner of the 
European Union. And the state has lost little of its 
coercive powers; just ask immigrants and refugees on 
the deportation lists. The collapse of the Soviet Bloc, 
it is argued, did not change political alignments within 
the West. 

By this pre-globalist account then, from where do 
nationalist movements spring? Without understanding 
the globalist backdrop, can anti-fascists counter the 
growing incursion of right-wing nationalists into the 
ranks of causes such as the environment and labour 
rights, which are now considered progressive? Without 
an understanding of the changing role of the nation 
state, can anti-fascists counter racist secession 
movements such as the neo-Confederates in the 
southern USA or in western Canada? Is it simply clever 
organising, or even naturally occurring bigotry, that has 
moved white nationalism from the margins to the 
mainstream? 

The notion that paranoid-style conspiracy theories 
are driving ultra-nationalist movements is far too 
narrow an answer. It is not paranoia that is tearing up 
the Balkans and the Caucasus region. It is ethnic 
nationalism, unloosed in the post-Cold War era and 
unrestrained by any state. It is not conspiracy theories 
that drives the Northern League to seek political 
separation from southern Italy and economic 
integration with its Austrian and Swiss neighbours. It is, 
however, the possibility of political independence for 
mini-regions which can substitute allegiance to a strong 
free trade framework for loyalty to a weakened nation 
state. In the United States, a mass base for white 
nationalism is developing, precisely by eschewing 
conspiracy theories. And in Canada, right-wing 
nationalists of various stripes will march on the same 
Quebec City streets as self-described anarchists. Both 
groups will oppose the Free Trade in Americas 
Agreement and the globaloney from which it is sliced. 
Can a wholesome and nutritious anti-fascism be 
rendered from this nasty confection? Forget the white 
bread and mayonnaise. 
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Colombia 

Hundreds of left-wing guerrillas from the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Columbia stormed La Caucana, a village 
situated in the northwestern Antioquia province, which is 
controlled by far-right militias. The attack, on Easter 
Sunday, left nine people dead and houses and cars burned 
out. 


Sweden: Nazi HQ burns down 

Police suspect that a fire that razed the headquarters of a 
hardline nazi group in Hjortkvarn, central Sweden, was 
started deliberately. Three empty buildings owned by the 
violent National Socialist Front (NSF) burned to the 
ground in the early hours of 28 March, Swedish police 
said. “We suspect the fire to be caused by arson,” Ronny 
Hoerman, a local police spokesman, stated. Last 
September, police raided the premises during a skinhead 
concert attended by NSF members and sympathisers, 
confiscating several flags and other nazi symbols. 


Germany: Leading resistance fighter dies 
Emil Carlebach, the famed German anti-Nazi resistance 
fighter, died on 9 April, aged 86, after a long illness. 
Carlebach co-founded the postwar anti-fascist and Nazi 
victims’ organisation, the VVN, and was vice-president of the 
International Buchenwald Committee. He fought the Nazis 
from his teenage years, was active in the underground 
resistance after 1933 and was arrested in 1934, spending 
the next 11 years in the Dachau and Buchenwald 
concentration camps where, as a dedicated Communist, he 
organised to save the lives of countless prisoners, both 
Jewish and non-Jewish. 

After the liberation of Buchenwald, he co-founded the 
internationally respected daily paper, the Frankfurter 
Rundschau. He was an active anti-fascist until the end of his 
life, writing several books and providing inspiration to several 
generations of young people. A full appreciation of 
Emil Carlebach’s life will appear next month. 


USA: Nazi killer unit member deported 
A former member of the 12th Lithuanian 
Schutzmannschaft Battalion has been deported from 
the USA to his native Lithuania for his admitted Second 
World War service with the Nazi unit in wartime 
Lithuania and Byelorussia (now Belarus). 

Juozas Naujalis arrived in Lithuania on 15 March after 
he lost his case in the US Court of Appeal. The court 
noted that in October 1941 the 12th Battalion assisted 
the Germans in “killing missions in which they executed 
over 11,000 men, women and children’. The court 
concluded that members of the battalion participated in 
these mass shooting operations by surrounding villages, 
marching victims to killing fields and forcing them to 
undress and lie in pits, before shooting them. 

Naujalis, who emigrated to the United States in 1949 
and never became a US citizen, was tried in an 
Immigration Court in 1997. In 1962, major Franz 
Lechtahler, the German officer under whose command 
the 12th Battalion conducted its killing operations, was 
convicted on murder charges. 
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Germany: Nazi crime up 

Nazi and racist crimes leapt by over 50% in Germany last 
year, according to a German Interior Ministry report issued 
last month. There were 15,951 suspected right-wing 
extremist crimes in 2000, compared with 10,037 in 1999, 
says the annual review by the internal security service, the 
Verfassungsschutz (BfV). 

By far the largest number — 65% of the total — involved 
propaganda offences. It is illegal in Germany to display Nazi 
symbols or printed matter except for historical purposes. 

But violent far-right crime also increased, to 998 cases 
from 756 in 1999, the report claims. On previous form, this 
figure should be treated with caution. It is a minimum figure 
and probably a gross underestimate. 

The BfV says that the number of people, mainly 
foreigners, injured in nazi attacks rose to 569 last year, 
compared with 386 in 1999. There were two confirmed 
nazi murders in 2000, both in eastern Germany, said the 
report. These are only the cases in which nazi perpetrators 
have been caught and convicted. According to German anti- 
fascists and media reports at least eight people were killed 
by right-wing extremists last year and 138 people have lost 
their lives since German reunification in 1990. 

The BfV claims that the number of extreme rightists fell 
to 50,900, from 51,400 in 1999, although the number of 
violent nazis and skinheads rose from 9,000 to 9,700. 
It estimates that there are 144 active far-right parties and 
groups active. Nazis are increasingly turning to firearms or 
explosives, the report points out. Two cases that have 
fuelled fears of right-wing terror involve separate seizures by 
police in Berlin of a telescopic sniper rifle with a silencer 
and an operational pipe bomb. 

The number of antisemitic attacks in Germany also 
increased last year. Fifty-six Jewish cemeteries were 
desecrated, compared to 47 in 1999, and nazis were 
convicted of a firebomb attack on a synagogue in the 
eastern city. of Erfurt. 

Right-wing crime in Germany remains concentrated in the 
formerly communist east. “The potential for violent right- 
wing extremists is especially high in east Germany. 
The region is home to half of all skinneads even though only 
21% of the German population lives there,” says the report. 

The eastern states of Thuringia, Brandenburg and 
Mecklenburg-West Pomerania headed the list with between 
2.72 and 3.74 far-right crimes per 100,000 inhabitants 
last year. Saxony, which took a lead in fighting nazi crime by 
creating a special police unit aimed at right-wing extremists 
in the early 1990s, continued to reap the benefits with a 
per capita rate of 1.38 per 100,000, less than several 
western states. The lowest figure was in Bavaria, which 
recorded 0.5 far-right crimes per 100,000 people. 

German nazis are increasingly using the Internet to 
threaten victims and organise, says the BfV. There were 
some 800 German nazi websites last year, up from 300 in 
1999. Many of them are based with servers in the United 
States in order to avoid prosecution by German authorities. 

Last year was a bad year for Germany’s three main far-right 
parties: the Germany People’s Union (17,000 members), the 
Republicans (13,000) and the National Democratic Party 
(6,500). None of them won seats in regional elections. 





GERMANY 


From a special correspondent in Pirna 


Bans mask widespread tolerance 
of right-wing extremists 


THE PROHIBITIONS CAROUSEL started to turn again at the 
beginning of April when the Interior Ministry in Saxony 
banned two violent nazi outfits, Skinheads Sachsische 
Schweiz (SSS), which was investigated last. summer for 
allegedly “forming a criminal gang”, and its successor, the 
Nationaler Widerstand Pirna (NWP). 

At that time more than 200 police, mainly from outside 
the region, raided 65 nazis in towns and villages along the 
German-Czech border south-east of Dresden. The haul from 
the raids included 2kg of high-explosive TNT, grenades, 
rifles, pistols, live detonators and a large quantity of 
extremist propaganda material. 

Anti-fascists criticised the raids, arguing that their main 
aim was to maintain the image of a picturesque region 
economically heavily dependent on tourism. The SSS had 
been formed in 1997 in the mountainous Sachsische 
Schweiz (Saxon Switzerland) region by former members of 
the outlawed Wiking Jugend, backed by local officials of the 
nazi Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD). 
Anti-fascists claimed that a mixture of silent complicity and 
intimidation had allowed the SSS to establish a strong nazi 
presence among young people in the region. 

Playing a central role have been Michael Jacobi, a local 
“Free Voters” councillor in Kleingiesshubel, and his two 
sons. Jacobi Senior, who got the third highest vote in the 
town during the council elections of 1999, is well respected 
locally as a heating engineer. Even when a police raid on his 
property uncovered explosives and he and his two sons, 
aged 18 and 21, were taken into custody, his family’s 
standing in KleingiesshUbel was scarcely affected. 

Things are little different in Pirna, which with a population 
of 48,000 is the biggest town in the region. Until the police 
raids Thomas Sattelberg, founder of the SSS, was 
employed as a social worker there, while another SSS 
member sat behind the counter of the Pirna-Sebnitz 
Savings Bank. Many of the SSS’s 120 or so members hold 
down respectable jobs or are the sons of business people, 
police officers and local politicians. 

After a second series of raids last September, the state 
prosecutor's office in Dresden extended its interest to the 
NPD’s leader in the Sachsische Schweiz, Uwe Leichsenring 
_ from Ko6nigstein, because of his alleged “support for a 
criminal gang”. Leichsenring, 33, who polled 11.8% in an 
election to his town council, had sent a letter after the 
federal elections “to the comrades of the SSS”, thanking 
them, “for the excellent security provided at our meetings 
and information stalls”. 

The authorities in Pirna have made heavy weather of 
dealing with extremists emanating from the “centre of 
society”, as the case of Turkish restaurateur Adem Sendilman 
demonstrates. Sendilman, whose small restaurant, the 
Antalya Grill, in a pedestrian zone near the station opened 
only two years ago, was so pleased with its success that he 
brought his wife, Selda, and his children, Recep and 
Suleyman, to live in Pirna. 

“That was a mistake,” says 19-year-old Recep, “because 
in the past year our business has been attacked seven 
times by right-wingers”. At the end of February last year, for 
example, a mob of 70 skinheads gathered in front of the 
windows bawling slogans such as “Foreigners out!” and 





“Shit Turks”. “We called the police and waited,” says 
Recep, “and as before nothing happened. The police didn’t 
turn up.” 

Recep’s family and a few customers put the boneheads 
to flight, chairs in hand. “That time, we were lucky,” adds 
50-year-old Adem, recounting phone calls threatening to 
“torch the restaurant” and recalling the behaviour of the 
police, who subjected his business to a raid after receiving 
an anonymous tip-off that drugs were being sold there. 
Although not the slightest evidence was found, Adem was 
forced to spend several weeks in custody. 

Police inquiries into the alleged drug dealing have long 
since been shelved but the stigma of being “a criminal 
foreigner” has stuck and been used against Adem by right- 
wingers bent on terrorising him and his family by making 
him a campaign issue. 

The full extent of this was illustrated on 4 November 
last year when a big crowd of skinheads arrived in front of 
the Antalya Grill, undisturbed by police, close to an official 
demonstration against “extremist violence”. “When | saw 
the boneheads in front of my window again, my nerve 
went,” says Selda, 47. Fetching an axe handle, she 
continued, “I went to the door with this, to try to drive them 
away”. 

Selda’s daughter showed us an article in the local paper, 
the Pirnaer Rundschau. Beneath a photograph of her 
mother with the axe handle in her hand, the paper claimed 
that Selda had run amok among the right-wingers with a 
“Déonermesser” — a knife used for slicing kebab. The result 
was a long-running police enquiry and a black eye from a 
policewoman who hit her in the face. 

All the trappings of right-wing youth culture can readily be 
bought in Pirna — T shirts, Doc Marten boots, sew-on 
patches and CDs advertising their politics — at the Eagle 
Military and Leisure Clothing Shop. When last summer’s 
raids uncovered an arsenal of weapons, the police in Pirna 
expressed “surprise”. They had organised a meeting with 
the leaders of the SSS only a few months earlier, at which 
the latter promised to keep within the law. It is no surprise 
that the SSS continued “business as usual” after the raids 
and was able to organise one of the biggest nazi winter 
solstice ceremonies in Saxony last December, attended by 
more than 250 people. 

As soon as it became clear that the state prosecutor’s 
office in Dresden was actually preparing charges against six 
SSS members for “belonging to a criminal gang”, the nazi 
group declared itself “dissolved” on the Internet at the 
beginning of the year. Within days, it reappeared under the 
name Nationaler Widerstand Pirna. 

Markus Richter, spokesman for the civil rights group 
Aktion Zivilcourage, fears that now the SSS has been 
outlawed the whole question of right-wing extremism 
and racism will be neatly swept under the carpet. 
“The problem”, he says, “must be solved at another level. 
As long as right-wing extremists can find backing among the 
population, hardly anything is going to change.” 
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FRANCE 


From Esbé of REFLEXes in Paris 
Far right not dead yet 


“THE EXTREME RIGHT FAILS AGAIN,” proclaimed the 
liberal paper Libération on 9 March after the first round 
of the French municipal elections. Only a week later this 
burst of cheap journalistic triumphalism had to be 
somewhat moderated when the results of the second 
round became known, revealing that the far-right beast, 
though wounded, is certainly not dead despite media 
efforts to bury it. 

The municipal election results give a better indication 
of support for two biggest extreme-right parties, the 
Front National (FN) and the Mouvement National 
Républicain (MNR), than the European elections of 
1999, which occurred too soon after the December 1998 
split that created the rival organisations. 

In March's two-round ballot, the FN and MNR 
presented 225 and 395 candidates’ lists respectively. 
In the first round, the FN’s candidates netted an average 
of 6.79%, gaining over 5% in 133 towns. The MNR 
averaged 2.56% but took more than 5% in 151 towns. In 
comparison with the votes the FN notched up before the 
split, these results seem ridiculously low, but reflect the 
FN’s continuing structural disorganisation and the 
novelty of the MNR. 

While the far-right vote fell in several towns, in 
others such as Lille and Dunkirk it increased 
compared to the 1995 municipal elections. Although the 
EN did not field candidates in many areas contested in 
1995, both the FN and the MNR fought the election 
in towns not then contested, such as Carcassonne 
and Quimper. 

The far right retained three of the cities that the FN 
won six years ago. The exception was Toulon, where the 
FN mayor, Jean-Marie Le Chevallier, quit the party over 
a year ago. The FN’s mayoral candidate in Orange, 
Jacques Bompard, walked the election with 60% in the 
first round. In Vitrolles, Catherine Mégret won again, 
this time for the MNR, with 45.3% (46.7% in 1995) and in 
Marignane Daniel Simonpieri romped home for the 
MNR in the second round with 62.5%, compared with 
37.3% for the FN in 1995. 

The far right achieved worrying results in other areas. 
The FN, for example, won 39.9% and 34.1% in the 
mayoral ballots in Cluses and Noyon respectively and 
took 23% in Muy, 22.1% in Carpentras and 20.5% in 
Vernon in the first round of the city council vote. 

The FN’s leaders did not shine particularly. Deputy 
leader Bruno Gollnisch took a mere 6.9% in Lyon and 
Marie-France Stirbois, who has moved from the FN 
stronghold of Dreux, stood in Nice but registered only 
14% in the second round. 

In 40 of the more than 50 towns where the FN faced 
direct competition from the MNR the far right’s voters 
remained faithful to the FN. Nevertheless, the MNR 
gained some good results: 29% in Rognac, 28% in 












































































































































Vernouillet, 22.6% in Salon-de-Provence and 21.2% in 
Mulhouse, where in 1995 the FN took 34.5%. 

The MNR’s leaders fared reasonably well. Franck 
Timmermans, the party general secretary, won 27.8% in 
the second round in Pierrefittes-sur-Seine and Bruno 
Mégret, the party leader, took 20.3% in Marseille, 
compared with a miserable 9% for the FN candidate. 

The real success of the MNR, however, rests not in the 
votes it won but in its strategy of making overtures to the 
wider far right. Since last year, Mégret has been busy 
trying to conclude agreements with the FN, Charles 
Pasqua’s Rassemblement pour France, Philippe de 
Villiers’s Mouvement pour la France and even the ultra- 
liberal Démocratie Libérale. 

Appeals to the FN have failed but blocs with other 
right-wingers have begun to flourish. The MNR ran joint 
campaigns with non-party candidates in Marseille and 
Gardanne, was able to slip its members onto the 
candidates’ list of the conservative Rassemblement pour 
la République and curry favour with right-wing 
conservatives by withdrawing its candidates in their 
favour. 

In line with Mégret’s directive that the MNR’s main 
objective was “to block the socialist-communist left”, the 
party backed Le Chevallier in Toulon and desisted from 
challenging Bompard in Orange. This strategy probably 
saved the MNR from humiliating defeat. The FN’s line 
was the opposite: wherever possible to field candidates 
in the same districts as the MNR. 

The most important aspect of the elections is that they 
have again highlighted the organisational and strategic 
differences between the FN and MNR. Jean-Marie 
Le Pen, the FN leader, showed little interest in the 
elections, preferring to focus on next year’s presidential 
ballot. Le Pen sees the FN as a party of “national 
opposition’, a view he justifies ideologically on the 
grounds that immigration is not a problem that can be 
solved municipally. 

Nevertheless, the municipal election campaign 
offered some hints about Le Pen’s successor. If Gollnisch 
does not take over, the next choice could be Bompard, 
regarded in some right-wing circles as “the third man” 
who “could make a unification of national forces 
happen”. 

The EN’s notoriety still works its magic during 
elections hut tends to be weakened by the presence of 
the MNR, which refuses to die. Until now the FN has 
acted like a magnet, attracting the parties and 
personalities of the far right by its sheer strength and 
forcing them to integrate into the FN or disappear. 

The MNR is more like adhesive tape, picking up 
everything it touches. Not having a charismatic 
leadership, it leans on a network of activists — even if 
they belong to other parties - who enable Mégret to give 
the organisation some coherence. 

Its strategy of “openness” towards the rest of the right 
could represent political revival for many far-right 
activists disillusioned by the split in the FN and could 
enable the MNR to survive on the French political 
landscape as a meeting ground between the extreme 
right and extreme conservatism. 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































UKRAINE 


From Jean Raymond in Moscow 
Fascists join anti-Kuchma protest 


HARDCORE FASCISTS from the Ukrainian UNA-UNSO 
movement are joining demonstrations to demand the 
resignation of the country’s president, Leonid Kuchma, 
following his alleged involvement in the murder of the 
opposition journalist Georgi Gongadze. 

The UNA-UNSO’s highly organised and well trained 
activists, who sport black uniforms and armbands with a 
cross symbol, always try to place themselves close to the 
head of the street protests, which are supported by almost 
every Ukrainian opposition group. 

On 9 March, an anti-Kuchma protest turned violent when 
hundreds of demonstrators clashed with police. The 
organisers of the demonstrations are opposed to violence 
against the police and it was UNA-UNSO activists who figured 
most prominently in the police roundup that followed. 
Andrei Shkil, the boss of the UNA-UNSO, was held briefly in 
custody before being released by the Court of Justice. 

The UNA-UNSO is fond of violence. In January, the police 
had to use force to dismantle a UNA-UNSO anti-Kuchma 
protest tent in western Ukraine, while in February a dozen 
of its thugs were arrested in one of the first anti-Kuchma 
protests. The Ukrainian police have accused the UNA-UNSO 
of being heavily involved in a recent brawl between rival 
basketball fans from Moscow and Kiev. Last year the 
organisation staged demonstrations against the arrival in 
Ukraine of the rock and roll star Boris Moiseyev because he 
is Russian and homosexual. 

Russian Foreign Ministry officials responsible for 
combating organised crime regard the UNA-UNSO as 
“an enemy within” and believe its activists are getting ready 
to fight in Chechnya as mercenaries for the Chechens in a 
bid to gather military know-how. 


DENMARK 


From Rasmus Juel in Copenhagen 
Villagers protest against nazi HQ 





FOR MORE than two years, local people in the village of 
. N@rresundby, in northern Denmark, have staged daily protests 
at the presence of hardcore nazis in their community. 
The object of their attention has been the Danish National 
Socialist Movement (DNSB), which has been trying to 
transform a house it has inherited into a nazi headquarters. 

A dispute over the legality of the DNSB’s presence is still 
going through the justice system, but both nazis and anti- 
fascists mobilised for a demonstration outside the house on 
24 March. 

With the DNSB’s organisation in tatters and their pocket 
fUhrer, Jonni Hansen, still behind bars, the nazis had to 
request reinforcements from abroad in the shape of four 
carloads of Germans. Their arrival on the scene early in the 
day alerted the attention of the police, who stormed the 
premises, confiscating several axes and clubs. 

Later, local people reinforced by several hundred 
anti-fascists, some of whom had hired a special train from 
Copenhagen, held a dignified protest outside the nazi 
bunker with torches and anti-fascist songs. 


By Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS, Brussels 


Holocaust doubts split 
Viaams Blok 


STATEMENTS by the Vlaams Blok’s former senator 
Roeland Raes, expressing doubt that Jews were 
systematically persecuted and murdered during the 
Third Reich, are continuing to cause problems in the 
Flemish far-right party. 

A week after Raes voiced his opinions publicly in a 
Dutch television interview, he was forced to quit all his 
posts both inside and outside the party. But the party 
did not expel him, merely condemning his “bad timing” 
and “strategic mistakes”. 

In 1995, when the Belgian parliament passed a law 
against Holocaust denial with the support of VB MPs, 
the VB’s leadership promised to expel from the 
organisation all those involved with revisionism. 
This does not, it seems, apply to the members of the 
party’s leadership. 

Raes’s dismissal from his posts caused indignation 
amount the VB’s hardline element, which started to 
hurl accusations of betrayal over the disrespectful 
treatment of the VB’s “founding father’. Some even 
demanded that the party’s “unworthy” president 
Franck van Hecke be sacked. 

A large part of the membership is now blaming the 
VB’s would-be leader Philip Dewinter for his duplicitous 
role in the crisis. The day after Raes’s television 
broadcast, Dewinter told the newspapers that Raes 
would have to resign and leave the party. Dewinter has 
well known ambitions to become the first VB mayor of 
Antwerp and so needs to be on good terms with the 
Jewish community. 

Dewinter’s statement prompted Gerolf Annemans, 
a party MP since 1987, to say in an interview: “I am 
very glad to hear that Dewinter rejects revisionist ideas, 
the lost son has finally found the right track’, a clear 
hint that Dewinter had cherished revisionist ideology in 
the past. 

Pallieterke, a Flemish nationalist weekly, then threw 
the cat among the pigeons by reporting in detail on 
Dewinter’s manoeuvres at a party council meeting, at 
which he made a passionate speech asking for 
“understanding and respect” for Raes. Dewinter’s 
equivocal behaviour had clearly not been appreciated 
by everyone at the meeting resulting in the 
unprecedented leak to Pallieterke. 

The Jewish community and the Israeli embassy 
reacted furiously and warned in a fierce press 
communiqué of the danger of trivialising the Holocaust. 
Freddy Hofmans, a spokesman for the Belgian Forum of 
Jewish Organisations, said: “According to the law, 
minimising the Holocaust is illegal and this is what 
happened ... to question the atrocities of the past while 
there are still survivors cannot be allowed”. 

So far, the Belgian government has refused to take 
legal action against Raes. Marc Verwilghen, the Justice 
Minister, dodged responsibility by passing the issue to 
the state anti-racist institute, CGKR/CECLR, which 


will decide whether to take the matter to court ina _ 


few weeks. 
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AUSTRIA 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 





Freedom Party to form Euro-bloc 


Jérg Haider, the governor of Carinthia and the real 
leader of the right-wing extremist Freedom Party (FPO), 
is planning to stand on a European rightist list in the 
next European parliamentary elections. “If the new 
European platform of the Right Party comes into being, 
I will certainly have a place there,” he said. 

Karlheinz Petritz, Haider’s spokesman, said Haider 
wanted right-wing parties to unite ahead of the 
European parliamentary elections “as an alternative 
solution for today’s Europe’. 

A Liberal People’s Party named after Haider’s outfit 
was founded recently in Italy. Its leaders follow the FPO’s 
political line, particularly its strident anti-immigrant 
stance and hostility to the European Union. 

The Vienna weekly News has reported that Haider has 
been promised “millions of marks” from unspecified 
“German Conservatives”. 

Johannes Voggenhuber, a Green MEP, has condemned 
Haider’s plans, accusing him of trying to create a 
European far-right alliance and position himself as the 
“unifier of right wing extremists in Europe”. 


European report finds racism 
rampant in Austrian politics 


The European Commission against Racism and 
Intolerance (ECRI) has called for effective measures to 
address racist and discriminatory behaviour by the 
Austrian police. Its report, adopted on 16 June last year 
but only now published, calls for further action to 
combat racism, xenophobia, discrimination and 
intolerance in a number of areas and to end the use of 
racist and xenophobic propaganda in politics. 

The report notes with concern instances of racially 
derogatory speech and racial stereotyping by Austrian 
judges in the exercise of their functions or on public 
occasions. (For example, Helene Partik-Pablé, an MP 
and a criminal court judge, who led the right-wing 
extremist Freedom Party (FPO) municipal election 
campaign in Vienna, said in parliament: “... it is well 
known that blacks are normally more aggressive than 
Austrians ...”.) 

The ECRI states that discriminatory practices, 
especially in recruitment, are widely reported by 
Austrian human rights organisations. Such practices 
appear to affect not only foreigners but also Austrian 
nationals of immigrant background. 

Commenting on the position of Austria’s 7,000-strong 
Jewish community, the reports confirms that 
antisemitism is still present in Austria and manifests 
itself in a variety of ways, including the circulation of 
antisemitic material on the Internet and by graffiti, 
harassment and desecration of cemeteries. Articles with 
antisemitic undertones, it says, have appeared in the 
press. 

The ECRI notes that the implementation of Austrian 
criminal laws aimed at fighting against national socialist 
organisations has helped counter the most virulent 
forms of antisemitism, but urges the Austrian 
authorities to take all expressions of antisemitism 
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seriously and keep the situation under close scrutiny. 

The report expressed particular concern that some 
mainstream newspapers frequently report on 
immigration and asylum issues in a way that 
contributes to the creation of an atmosphere of hostility 
and rejection towards members of minority groups. It 
voices its worries at the widespread use of racist and 
xenophobic discourse in the political arena and at the 
considerable electoral success of the FPO: “In this 
context, the participation in the current government 
coalition of a political party which has resorted to 
explicitly xenophobic and intolerant propaganda 
cannot be but of serious concern.” 

The report was drafted last June but the FPO has not 
moderated its racist, xenophobic and antisemitic 
politics at all. On 17 March, only a week before the 
Vienna elections, Haider published an article reiterating 
his antisemitic sentiments in Die Presse, a paper owned 
by Styria Verlag, a company owned by the Austrian 
Catholic Church. Reminding his readers of the old Nazi 
lie about “Jews declaring war on Germany” and thus 
deserving their fate, Haider said Ariel Muzicant, 
president of Austria’s Jewish community, had “declared 
war on the Austrian government”. 

Haider generally portrays Muzicant as either stingy or 
ostentatiously wealthy to reinforce prejudices which 
then facilitate even more malicious vilification. Haider 
also accuses him of acting in collusion with the World 
Jewish Congress and the “enemies of Austria’, revisiting 
the legend of the “International Jewish Conspiracy” to 
dehumanise the “conspirators” and mark them as 
targets for “revenge.” 

Related to the promotion of Haider’s conspiracy 
fiction is a widespread belief in the ability of Austrian 
Jews to dictate public policy and distort the workings of 
society to the advantage of the local Jewish community 
or occasionally “international interests”. 

This kind of propaganda makes it easy to turn Jews 
into a scapegoat for the ills faced by people in 
disadvantaged economic, political or social 
circumstances, while the presentation of Jews as holders 
of mystical “power” propagates the notion of Jews — all 
Jews — as part of an implicitly conspiratorial elite, who 
cannot be treated as simply another group of Austrians 
involved in public policy debates. 

Two other recent contributions to Die Presse by 
Catholic authors have implicitly accused the Jews of 
being the cause of antisemitism. One charged the US 
lawyer who has pursued compensation claims for 
wartime Nazi victims with provoking antisemitism. 
The other, written by Professor Norbert Leser, who holds 
a chair in the history of modern Austria, complained 
about the “growing polarisation, which has destroyed 
the Austrian harmony that existed during the time of the 
Waldheim campaign’. Kurt Waldheim was elected as 
president of Austria in 1986 after an unprecedented 
antisemitic campaign. 

The FPO’s general secretary and token Jew, Peter 
Sichrovsky, has defended Haider’s attacks — which were 
widely condemned as antisemitic - and accused 
Muzicant of being in the Social Democrats’ pockets. He 
has also defended Haider's electioneering in the Vienna 
contest, claiming that those who criticised Haider for 
antisemitism were showing “hypocritical, exaggerated 
oversensitivity”. 

It will be interesting to see whether the Austrian 
government will carry out the ECRI report’s fine 
recommendations and take some action to stamp out 
the vile campaigns of the FPO and its allies. 


Haider’s antisemitism causes 
slump in Freedom Party vote 


THE FPO’S POOR SHOWING in the Vienna municipal 
elections on 25 March is witness to the fact that a growing 
number of Austrians are unhappy with the presence of Jorg 
Haider’s extreme right-wing Freedom Party (FPO) in 
government. 

The FPO’s vote plunged from 27% to 20.25%. Its losses 
were especially heavy in working class districts. The fact 
remains, however, that the FPO is still Europe’s most 
successful far-right party and, apart from the Alleanza 
Nazionale in Italy, the only one to have made it into national 
government since the war. 

The city’s Social Democratic mayor, Michael Haupl, 
regained the absolute majority of seats in the city 
parliament that his party lost in 1996. With 46.8% of the 
votes, the SPO will have 52 of the council’s 100 seats. The 
Greens’ vote rocketed from almost 8% to 12.5%, placing 
them closely behind Chancellor Schussel’s conservative 
Austrian Peoples’ Party (OVP), which took 16.4%. 

The financial burdens carried by the average Austrian in 
order to achieve a zero economic deficit have started to 
make themselves felt and this largely explains the success 
of the SPO and the Greens. While the OVP-FPO government 
is not itself in danger, the 20% of the electorate who live in 
Vienna have given it clear warning and it will have difficulty 
pushing through further public spending cuts. 

The FPO’s traditional vote-winning themes, foreigners and 
the threat of council houses being taken over by non- 
Austrians, backfired badly. The party's losses were 
especially high in districts with the highest proportions of 
foreigners. 

The FPO slapped up racist posters proclaiming 
“Foreigners, | understand the worries of the Viennese” next 
to posters about drugs and crime. Other posters, purporting 
to come from the two opposition parties and promising 
Vienna “more immigrants” and “free drugs”, were put up by 
the FPO as part of a smear campaign. 

They were to no avail and the FPO is now arguing that the 
reason for its failure was its “negative approach”, 
conveniently ignoring that the party grabbed almost 28% of 
the votes in Vienna during the national election 18 months 
ago with an almost identical campaign. 


Ariel Muzicant, president of the Jewish community. 
Chancellor Schussel, however, has firmly refused to 
condemn Haider's outburst and has himself attacked 
Muzicant. 

Very embarrassing for the far right and the government 
was a protest letter from 67 scientists all over the world to 
President Thomas Klestil, which declared: “We have 
followed with dismay and anger Jorg Haider’s statements 
about Stanley Greenberg’s being from the ‘East Coast’. We 
have also found Haider’s attacks against Ariel Muzicant, the 
head of the Jewish Community of Vienna, troubling. 
Particularly tasteless was Haider's lampooning of 
Muzicant’s first name by invoking the detergent Ariel.” 

The letter continued: “Haider’s manipulation of racist 
sentiments to serve political ends lays bare the illegitimacy 
of his claim to be a democrat or an adherent to the basic 
tenets of Austrian democracy. He hides behind the 
democratic principle of free speech even while he reviles 
the democratic cornerstones of fairness and equality by 
invoking antisemitic rhetoric to further his political agenda.” 

Criticising “the meekness” of Austria’s political 
leadership, the scientists ended by expressing “solidarity 
with Austria’s Jewish community and Mr Ariel Muzicant in 
this hour of need”. 

Haider’s declarations are repelling voters. A recent 
opinion poll showed that a quarter of SPO and one third of 
Green voters wanted to demonstrate against Haider’s 
antisemitic campaign with their vote. But 10% of FPO 
voters admitted to voting for the FPO precisely because of 
their leader’s antisemitic outbursts. 












Haider, who in the past has expressed his admiration for : gg FPO dirty 
some of Hitler’s policies, mounted a campaign offensive & tricks 
against foreigners and Jews. But Haup!l moved quickly to fies campaign 
denounce him, concluding his final campaign address with posters 
a sharp warning: “His attacks against the East Coast calling for 
[a pejorative word for Jews] and against our consultant | Partik- Pablé “more 
Greenberg and the president of the Jewish community He ene foreigners” 
make him personally responsible for antisemitism. and “free 
This policy is against all of us.” drugs” in the 

Even the US State Department criticised Haider, name of the 
complaining that he had lowered the tone of political Socialists 
debate with his unwarranted and vicious personal attack on and Greens 
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t least one openly fascist party, the Movimento 
Sociale Italiano (MSI), has received direct 
encouragement from Silvio Berlusconi, leader 
of Forza Italia, who may become the next 
: “Prime Minister. The MSI was formed after the 
Second World War as the heir to Benito Mussolini’s 
Partito Nazionale Fascista. Pino Rauti, the MSI leader, 
announced a deal with Forza Italia in parts of 
southern Italy where tactical voting may be a decisive 
factor in determining the winners. In the town of Avola, 
near Siracusa, Forza Italia and its coalition members 
will encourage people to vote for the fascist MSI 
candidate Luigi Caruso, who stands a greater chance of 
winning as the representative of the right. Rauti has 
agreed in exchange not to present MSI candidates in 
those areas where the splitting up of right-wing 
preferences might jeopardise a victory for Forza Italia 
and its associates. 





Although the deal with the MSI has highlighted the 
increasing influence within Berlusconi’s right-wing 
coalition of openly fascist movements, it is consistent 
with the general cultural and political make-up of the 
key parties that are planning to run Italy for the next five 
years. Alongside Forza Italia are Gianfranco Fini’s 
Alleanza Nazionale and Umberto Bossi’s Lega Nord. 
These three parties have come together under the 
umbrella of Casa delle Liberta or House of Liberties, a 
name that many find both ironical and sinister. Fini, a 
former fascist militant, grew up politically for many 
years alongside members of the MSI and took a leading 
role in it. Bossi is the archetypal racist and xenophobic 
campaigner, the first Italian party leader who rushed to 
congratulate Haider after his victory. Lega Nord recently 
held a torch-lit protest near Venice against illegal 
immigrants that was reminiscent of the Ku Klux Klan 
demonstrations against blacks in Alabama. 

The apparent success of the Casa delle Liberta 
electoral campaign, which is hoping to score a victory 
on 13 May, is the humus that helps to strengthen the 
resolve of the myriad fascist and neofascist groups 
trailing behind and around it, all benefiting from the fact 
that the wind is in their favour. The alarming factor is the 
speed at which, following the collapse of long-standing 
parties that ran Italy for nearly 45 years after the Second 
World War, the arrival of Forza Italia, led by a television 
tycoon with newspapers and TV channels at his 
disposal, has enabled neofascist and racist rhetoric to 
gain an audience and gradually erode the revulsion that 
most Italians felt towards a dictatorship that devasted 
the country between 1922 and 1943. 

This development has taken by surprise even the 
seasoned journalist and commentator Indro Montanelli, 
who was himself a fascist under Mussolini’s regime. In a 
recent interview he indicated that the current situation is 
potentially worse than that in 1922, when Mussolini 
“marched” on Rome, invited to form a government by the 
King. On top of everything else, he said, in the current 
instance there would be lies and corruption at the heart 
of government from day one. He was perhaps referring to 
the widespread perception that Berlusconi's alleged past 
associations with the Mafia would simply consolidate the 
power of Cosa Nostra and bury forever the brief period of 
“Mani pulite” (the so-called clean hands movement that 
started in 1992) during which it seemed that Italian 
political life could clear itself of its bad reputation at 
home and in the eyes of the world. “Berlusconi's Italy is 
the worst I have ever known’, Montanelli said. 

Apart from corruption, the smell of fascism has been 
. detected in recent statements by representatives of 
Forza Italia and Alleanza Nazionale, in which they 
rehearsed the purge of “enemies” from RAI, the Italian 
state television, following a satirical programme that 
contained the review of a book about Berlusconi's 
fortune and alleged links with the Mafia. Fini indicated 
that in the event of victory in the election some directors 
of RAI would not keep their jobs for “more than a 
minute”. Berlusconi promised he would clear out the 
“political activists” in RAI and in the judiciary. Political 
control of RAI would mean that Berlusconi could add 
three more channels to the three he already controls. 

Waiting in the wings are the various fascist and 
neofascist parties such MSI, Forza Nuova (FN) and now 
even one called Partito liberal-popolare in Europa con 
Haider (European Liberal-Popular Party With Haider). 
Some of them could benefit from the current situation 
and even from the fall in disgrace of Berlusconi himself, 
who is due to testify in a Palermo court soon after the 


elections in one of several judicial investigations. Fini’s 
Alleanza Nazionale could replace Forza Italia as the 
main party of the right. The progressive acceptance by 
the electorate of Fini, for whom Mussolini remains 
“a great statesman’, means a lot to Rauti and to the FN, 
led by the former fugitive from justice, Roberto Fiore. 

The latter seems to have more money at his disposal 
than his rivals. It is mostly British money. He made it 
London while waiting for an extradition order, which 
never came. In recent months the FN has opened 
dozens of branches throughout Italy and even hired 
planes to throw leaflets over and around Naples in the 
pursuit of new recruits. Money is being pumped in to 
promote candidates for the local and general elections. 
Its candidate for mayor of Rome is Guido Mussolini, a 
nephew of the dictator. The FN manifesto calls for a halt 
to immigrants entering the country and a process of 
“humane repatriation”. Party sympathisers use the 
terminology of disease, (virus, illness, contamination) to 
express their determination to keep Italy “pure” and free 
from foreigners. The white race is implicitly exalted in 
pledges to rebuild the continente nero or black 
continent. Other key issues are anti-abortion and the 
regeneration of the family. “We maintain the struggle 
against the pratice of abortion, which has covered the 
world with blood and jeopardised the present and the 
future of human kind. A people without children have 
no future,” it declares. The FN advocates efforts to 
increase procreation, a policy of large families, and goes 
as far as recommending urban architectural plans 
capable of coping with families with many children. 
A clause in the manifesto proclaims the “indissolubility” 
of matrimony, which would make separation or divorce 
impossible or illegal. Women should stay “within the 
walls of the house”. 

Although these prescriptions for a “moral 
regeneration” may appear extreme or anachronistic, 
they are in fact in line with the teachings of the more 
conservative wing of the Catholic Church. One of the 
Church's leading representatives, Cardinal Giacomo Biffi 
of Bologna, has called for measures to prevent 
contamination by Islam and has now advocated that 
Muslim children in Italy should attend “the hour of 
religion” in schools so that they begin to learn and 
appreciate the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Meanwhile the police investigations of Andrea 
Insabato, an FN supporter jailed after an explosion in the 
offices of the left-wing newspaper IJ Manifesto on 
22 December 2000, has concluded that the bomb was of a 
similar design to those previously thrown at the Cinema 
Olimpia, where a film deemed to be anti-nazi was being 
shown, and the Museum of the Resistance in Rome. 
Insabato is getting legal advice from Fiore’s brother. 
Tension remains high after a second explosion in Rome. 
In the middle of the election campaign FN sympathisers 
have advertised a Mussolini commemoration — a mass in 
a Roman Church describing the dictator as “Duce of 
fascism and founder of the Italian Empire”. 

With prose strongly reminiscent of fascist bulletins 
under the dictatorship, the FN has also called for the 
formation of a special group of “National Volunteers” to 
be deployed throughout the country during the election 
to maintain order and discipline. As an incentive to 
recruitment, prospective volunteers are reminded that a 
similar group made its mark when it managed to “hold 
the piazzas” during the 1960s and 1970s in Italy. These, 
however, were often militants of the extreme right who, 
sometimes armed, contributed to the escalation of 
violence during some of the darkest days of postwar Italy. 
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Quebec nationalist crisis 
leaves gap for far right 


by Martin Theriault 


NATIONALISTS have suffered a significant fall in their 
electoral support in the province of Quebec in Canada 
since the November federal election. A series of events 
has led to a major change in leadership of the ruling 
Parti Quebecois, the resignation of the premier and 
renewed efforts by the far right to organise. 

“I would like to add, without it being a reason for my 
departure, that I have no taste for continuing any 
discussion whatsoever on the Holocaust and the vote of 
ethnic and cultural communities,” said Lucien 
Bouchard when he resigned as premier of Quebec on 
11 January. A significant part of his speech addressed 
issues arising from remarks made in December by 
Yves Michaud, a former member of the Quebec National 
Assembly and former delegate-general of Quebec 
in France. 

Michaud had complained that the Jews wrongly feel 
they have a monopoly on human suffering and accused 
the League for Human Rights of B’nai B’rith of being an 
extremist and anti-Quebecois group. He also 
denounced what he called “an ethnic vote against 
sovereignty”, using polling results in a predominantly 
Jewish area during the 1995 referendum on 
independence for Quebec as evidence. 

On 14 December, Quebec’s National Assembly 
adopted a unanimous resolution condemning 
Michaud’s comments. The motion sparked a major 
crisis in the nationalist movement. Several local 
chapters of the ruling Parti Quebecois, the nationalist 
Bloc Quebecois, youth wings of both parties, former 
elected representatives and even trade union leaders 
publicly denounced the motion and asked for a public 
apology to be made to Michaud. The head of Quebec's 
largest trade union declared, “one of the worst obstacles 
to the emancipation of the Quebecois people remains 
the sense of humiliation that certain elites don't stop 
instilling in public opinion. Today’s problem is not what 
Michaud said but what the Liberals, the Parti Quebecois 
and especially Lucien Bouchard did.” At that time, 
Michaud was the front-runner in the race to become the 
Parti Quebecois candidate in a by-election. He later 
dropped out of contention. 


Opening Pandora’s box 
The crisis marked an important step in the turmoil 
facing the nationalist movement in Quebec. A large 
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number of groups, from the left to the right, have 
emerged recently, all claiming to be the true defenders 
of Quebec's independence. Leaders of the nationalist 
movement maintain they are fighting for an inclusive 
form of nationalism, which they brand “civic 
nationalism’, in contrast to “ethnic nationalism’, but the 
Michaud affair belies their claims. 

The youth wing of the Bloc Quebecois, a nationalist 
party formed to fight the federal government in the 
Quebec House of Commons, produced a report 
claiming that the French-Canadian language problem 
is essentially a problem of immigration. The report, 
which was condemned by the party establishment, 
also stated that “minority rights must not spell the 
defeat of the majority’, urging that immigrants 
assimilate French culture. 

A few days later, a nationalist MP accused his party of 
abandoning French Canadians, complaining “they are 
removing my identity from me’. He summarised his 
views with the statement, “Quebec needs immigrants 
but at the rate things are going, French Canadians risk 
becoming a minority in an increasingly multi-ethnic 
Quebec”. Returning to the fray, Michaud declared 
himself in support of the fight against “revisionists who 
ally themselves with the enemy and the need to restore 
the fundamental values that nourished our resistance to 
assimilation for centuries”. 

These statements are on a par with the infamous 
statement by the then premier Parizeau on the night of 
the last referendum on separation in 1995. When the 
electorate rejected independence by about 50,000 votes, 
Parizeau claimed that the nationalists had lost because 
of “ethnics and money”. He later resigned but never 
apologised for the statement, quite the contrary. In the 
federal election in November, he was a key organiser for 
the youth wing of the Bloc Quebecois and was 
celebrated as one of the “three tenors” of independence 
at a key public rally at the end of the campaign. 


Far right carrying the torch 

Michaud warned his detractors that the fight to unseat 
him could trigger a wave of antisemitic hate in Quebec 
far worse than anything his comments might have 
caused. “It’s the beginning of something that worries me 
a great deal, something that could hurt my neighbours,” 
he said. The notorious Holocaust denier Ernst Ziindel 


had supported Michaud’s “crusade” on his website, but 
the call was to be answered in earnest by Quebec’s far- 
right elements. 

The Movement for the National Liberation of Quebec 
(MLNQ) launched the new year with a direct attack on 
the Jewish community. Its paper, The Storm, pictured a 
Hassidic Jew with the comment, “if only he was a real 
Quebecois, we could say openly what we really think of 
him without fear of reprisal’. The MLNQ also plastered 
posters over the subways of Montreal with slogans such 
as “Bouchard, defender of the Jews, not the Nation”. On 
the same day that The Storm appeared, a propane tank 
attached to a timer with a flashing red light was found in 
front of the restaurant Schwartz's Deli, a Jewish 
institution in downtown Montreal. 

A key MLNQ member is now in jail awaiting trial. 
He had headed a group calling itself the “French language 
self-defence brigade’, made up of anti-immigrant 
activists and white supremacists. He is facing six charges 
for petrol-bomb attacks on shops using English-only 
signs and possession of weapons. The main targets were 
stores in the Second Cup chain. 

Members of the group, which directs its drive towards 
young people, also showed up at public consultations 
held by the provincial government over the future of the 
French language in Quebec. The group sees immigrants 
as a provocation, lashing out at Asian shopkeepers as 
evidence for the “downfall” of French culture. 
A significant number of its members are also active in 
the Parti Quebecois and Bloc Quebecois. 

In March, Bernard Landry was named the new leader 
of the Parti Quebecois and sworn in as premier of 
Quebec. He had run his leadership campaign on the 
theme of “Nation and Homeland”. He explains his 
concept of “Nation” as inclusive to all in Quebec with 
“an important original ethnic main stem that defines 
Quebec with its language and culture”. Later he said that 
“a Nation is not defined by ethnic contours but by 
geographic contours”. Perhaps in an effort to align 
himself with the “civic nationalism” that many 
nationalists claim to espouse, he appears to be merging 
the concepts of nation, homeland and people so that 
basically anything goes in that regard. 

The last General Council of the Parti Quebecois 
defeated by 60 votes to 40 a motion demanding that 
immigrants, who at present must attend French 
language elementary and secondary schools, be 
restricted to French language community colleges as 
well. Students in Quebec are required to attend college 
for two years before starting university. Instead of 

_fighting this intolerant proposal, Landry’s response was, 
“it is not the time” and “we will see in three years”. 
During the same debate, the Parti Quebecois called for 
large companies to be forced to add a generic French 
description to their signs — so Second Cup would be Les 
Cafés Second Cup! It seems everyone in the nationalist 
movement is preoccupied with Second Cup. 

The Parti Quebecois wants to rebuild its coalition of 
nationalists from across the political spectrum. As the 
new premier stated, I did not see any hardliners in the 
party or intolerance. This is the same man who declared 
after the 1995 referendum, “Ethnic minorities tend to 
vote according to their grandmother's chromosomes 
and that is not the democratic ideal”. Pandora's box is 
now open. Radical nationalists seem ready to get back 
on the bandwagon and the far right is keeping the torch 
alight. Unfortunately, the new Premier made no bones 
about the new path after his nomination, “More than 
ever, the word ‘us’ will be the key”. 
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From Monitor in Bergen 
_ Expulsions threaten Progress 
Party election prospects 


FOLLOWING RECENT TURMOIL in the anti-immigrant, right- 
wing populist Progress Party (FrP), many former party 
members are drawing up their own candidates’ lists for 
September's general election. 

Some of these activists were thrown out of the FrP for 
“insubordination” and “not being team players”. Others have 
chosen to leave the organisation, whose leaders they regard 
as “dictatorial”. A large number have also drifted out in sheer 
disgust at the recent sex scandals that have rocked the FrP 

It is not just ordinary members who have left the party. 
One of its most prominent and nationally known politicians, 
Vidar Kleppe, was unceremoniously dumped after Carl 
| Hagen, the party leader, dubbed him “The spider within 
the party”. 

Hagen had already been busy purging “subversives” and 
had publicly warned that he would take steps to end 
internal disruption in the FrR Kleppe’s name was linked to 
Hagen’s planned disciplinary measures and his expulsion 
became inevitable when it emerged that Hagen was making 
him a scapegoat for press revelations about the party’s sex 
scandals. 

Countering these accusations, Kleppe stated that the 
leadership of the party, by which he meant Hagen, should 
have dealt in a professional manner with the alleged rape 
of young women by leading FrP members, and that the 
witch-hunt against him was designed to divert attention 
away from the real issues. 

Kleppe’s expulsion will prove very damaging to the FrP 
because of his popularity among the electorate, not least in 
the southernmost region of Norway, where his vocal 
opposition to immigration has pulled in a lot of votes. The 
FrP’s branch in Kristiansand, the largest town in southern 
Norway, has warned Hagen that expelling Kleppe will 
threaten the party’s election prospects. 

Kleppe has been telling the media that he will organise 
an independent list for the coming general election. He and 
another prominent former FrP member, Fritjof Frank 
Gundersen, claim they have already gathered the 500 
signatures needed to submit a valid candidates’ list. 

Other former FrP members have exhumed a long 
forgotten party, the Liberal People’s Party (DLF), in a bid to 
rally those who are fed up with Hagen. Kleppe and 
Gundersen both quickly enlisted and were immediately 
elected vice-president and president respectively. Two other 
MPs, also former members of the FrR have switched to the 
DLF, increasing its political weight. 

Whether the DLF can seriously hurt Hagen and _ his 
depleted band of racists in the election remains to be seen, 
but it looks probable. Although the DLF may not win 
representation in parliament, it is likely that, at the very 
least, it will draw votes away from the FrP. 


From Monitor in Oslo 
Police strike at hate peddlers 


NORWEGIAN POLICE have seized 30,000 hate music 
compact discs and around £38,000 at the homes of two 
leading Norwegian nazis. 
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organisations about racist abuse on the Internet and i in 







the nazi rag Vigrid. 

_ In Krogstad’s home they found as was probably one 
of the largest stockpiles of racist material in northern 
Europe and almost a half million Norwegian kroner in 
cash. Police are now sifting through the material but 
there is little doubt that Krogstad will be charged with 
incitement to racial hatred and running an illegal 
business operation, which carries a maximum penalty 
of three years’ imprisonment. 

Tvedt, the leader of the bizarre nazi sect, Vigrid, faces 
charges of inciting racial hatred in his eponymous rag, 
Vigrid, and on his group’s website, where he promotes 
the vilest antisemitic and racist views. Vigrid claims to 
be the Norwegian branch of the US nazi leader William 
Pierce’s National Alliance. When Pierce took over the 
former Swedish nazi flagship, Nordland, Krogstad took 
over its stock. 

Krogstad, who recently changed the name of his 
Bootboys Records outfit to Tor Records, has almost 
certainly been supplying racist music, paraphernalia 
and propaganda not only to a Norwegian audience but 
also to the wider European market. The financial loss 
from the police seizure of his “stock” is estimated at 
more than £300,000. 

While Krogstad has had to watch his mini business 
empire being ripped apart, other nazis have been filling 
up the prisons. Worst affected has been the violent nazi 
group, Bootboys. Its leaders, Werner Holm and Terje 
Sjolie, have just been convicted of armed robbery and 
three other members are facing trial for murder. 

Two other Bootboys members, Daniel de Linde 
and Dag Ludvig Moystad Sandby, were arrested in 
March and charged with a car bombing at the end of 
last year. 

De Linde is already serving a jail sentence for 
possession of illegal firearms and several assaults. 
Sandby, who apparently tried to hide his nazi 
connections from his parents and school, is in deep 
trouble because police searching his bedroom found 
nazi propaganda, a huge nazi flag and a Walther PP 
pistol with ammunition. 

In Stavanger, eight further nazis connected with the 
Bootboys are on trial for serious assault after the brutal 
stabbing of two young Africans last year while in 
Kristiansand a 17-year-old Bootboys member has just 
been convicted for assault, after he chased a Somali 
child into a church and threatened to kill him in front of 
shocked parishioners. Several other members of the 
Kristiansand Bootboys branch are also facing trial for 
violent incidents. 

More serious, from Sjolie’s viewpoint, is the fact that 
his arch-enemy Eirik Ragnar Solheim has all but taken 
over his group. Solheim, also known behind his back as 
“the test tube nazi” because of his small stature, was 
shot four times by Sjolie in a dispute over stolen guns 
in 1998. 

With Sjolie in prison, Solheim is grabbing revenge 
with both hands. Solheim’s last attempt at leadership, of 
the Viking group, ended with the group’s collapse, 
thanks to the large number of police informers within 
its ranks and to the fact that Solheim was not exactly a 
born leader. 

Solheim’s takeover of the Bootboys is likely not 
only to bring him revenge but also to destroy what is 
still left — outside prison walls - of this violent 
organisation. 
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died at the hands of 
death squads in 
THE MEN BEHIND Guatemala. According to 
THE STORMER | Amnesty International a 
further 364 are still 
unaccounted for. Since 
the present government 
of President Romero 
Lucas Garcia took power 
in 1978, more than 5,000 
people have been the victims of death squads, and the rate of 
illegal executions is actually increasing. 

Most of these murders have been claimed by two right-wing 
death groups — the Death Squadrons, and the Secret Anti 
Communist Army (ESA). Working on a crude division of labour the 
Death Squadrons claim to murder ‘degenerates’ and ‘criminals’, 
while the ESA take care of ‘subversives’ and ‘communists’. 
According to the police the Death Squadrons killed 1,224 people 
in 1979, and the ESA 3,254 in the first nine months of that year. 
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Top “Auschwitz liar” Robert 
ym»_| Faurisson was tried in 

| Lyons last month charged 
with violation of the new 
French law that forbids 
denial of crimes against 
humanity. 

Faurisson, aged 62, who 
vies with fascist British 
“historian” David Irving for 
/ top of the bill at nazi and 
historical revisionist 
meetings, gave an 
interview last year to a 
Front National linked 
magazine in which he 
denied the Nazi Holocaust. 

In the interview, he alleged that the gas chambers were “a 
fabrication by Jews” with an object of “allowing international Jewry 
and Israel to milk the German people”. 

As soon as he appeared at the witness stand and began to 
reiterate his anti-Jewish slanders, there was uproar in the 
courtroom with Holocaust survivors shouting protests and being 
physically attacked by fascists who were there to show solidarity 


with Faurisson. e no longer available.) 
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